
MEMORANDUM 
#2c

To: Loudoun County Planning Commission 

From: Judi Birkitt, AICP, CZA, Deputy Director, Planning and Zoning 
Daniel Galindo, AICP, Director, Planning and Zoning 

Date: December 2, 2022 

Re: December 8, 2022, Planning Commission Work Session 
ZOAM-2020-0001, Zoning Ordinance Rewrite – Chapter 8: 
Signs 

PURPOSE 
The purpose of this item is to receive the Planning Commission’s (Commission) 
endorsement of revised Chapter 8: Signs of the draft Zoning Ordinance.  

BACKGROUND 
The Commission held a Work Session regarding the draft Zoning Ordinance on 
October 13, 2022.1 During the Work Session, the Department of Planning and 
Zoning’s consultant, Mark White with White and Smith, LLC, presented an 
overview of draft Chapter 8: Signs. This memo provides a summary of the 
Commission’s discussion and direction during the Work Session, as well as a 
summary of staff’s response and revisions made to reflect the Commission’s 
direction. The Commission concluded discussion by directing (8-0-1: Merrithew 
absent) staff to revise Chapter 8: Signs and return to a future Work Session 
for Commission review of the chapter in its entirety. 

Mr. White, in collaboration with staff, has revised the text of Chapter 8 to 
reflect the Commission’s direction at the October 13, 2022, Work Session. 
Throughout this memo, the Commission’s direction appears in bold font 
followed by a staff response, which summarizes how staff addressed the 
direction or revised the text. Attachment 1 provides a clean version of the 
revised text, and Attachment 2 provides a redline version comparing the 
October 2022 and December 2022 versions of draft Chapter 8: Signs. Several 
of the staff responses in this memo reference a document entitled 
“Sign Regulation Comparison – Loudoun County Peers” (Peer Study). To 
inform the development of the sign regulations, Mr. White researched the sign regulations 

1 October 13, 2022, Commission Work Session Item 2a, ZOAM-2020-0001 - Zoning 
Ordinance Rewrite – Chapter 8: Signs  

https://loudoun.granicus.com/player/clip/7095?meta_id=217292
https://loudoun.granicus.com/player/clip/7095?meta_id=217292
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of six peer localities with comparable populations.2 The results of that study 
are presented in the Peer Study (Attachment 3). 

At the October 20, 2022, Work Session of Chapter 11: Procedures, the 
Commission (8-0-1: Barnes absent) deferred discussion of Section 11.11.03 
Sign Development Plan to future discussion on Chapter 8. For this reason, 
Section 11.11.03 is included at the end of this memorandum. 

DIGITAL SIGN REGULATIONS 
Regarding digital signs, the Commission’s discussion at the October 13, 2022, 
Work Session focused upon the need to minimize potential impacts associated 
with digital signs, ensure that government uses (i.e., schools) within 
residential zoning districts continue to be allowed to have digital signs, and 
create digital sign regulations for nonresidential uses (i.e., churches) located 
within residential zoning districts. The Commission endorsed (8-0-1: 
Commissioner Merrithew absent) the draft digital sign regulations (§§ 8.04 - 
8.06) with the revisions presented in bold below.  

Increase the hold time for digital signs from four to six seconds. 

Staff Response: This change has been made (§ 8.08.C.2). Note that four 
seconds is the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) standard. The 
range from our Peer Study (Attachment 3) was five to ten seconds. 

Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the increase in hold time for 
digital signs as presented in the December 8, 2022, Work Session Memo OR 
with the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
b. _______________________.

Increase the maximum size allowance of digital signs across the 
varied sign types. Increase the maximum size allowance for De 
Minimis signs.  

Staff Response: The only explicit limit upon the maximum size allowance for 
digital signs from the Peer Study is a maximum of 50 percent of the total sign 
area may be digital in Fairfax County. As another resource to assist with the 
Commission’s deliberations, Table 1 summarizes the digital sign limit 

2Peer localities: Prince William County, VA; Fairfax County, VA; Henrico County, VA; 
Montgomery County, MD; Lake County, FL; New Castle, DE; and Nashville-Davidson 
Metro, TN. 

https://loudoun.granicus.com/player/clip/7098?view_id=86&redirect=true&h=b97ae9c4aa5a43f7f964e878c8592d2a
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allocations by the type of area from a model sign code that was peer reviewed 
by sign industry representatives.3  

Table 1. Model Digital Sign Code for Reference 

Type of Area 

Size Limit 
Maximum % of 
Total Sign Area 
Permitted on a 

Site 

Maximum % of 
a Single Sign 

Downtown 30 – 100% 100% 
Small Commercial – Suburban 30 – 50% 67% 
General Commercial 30 – 50% 67% 
Highway Commercial (relatively 
small geographic area focused at 
a highway interchange) 

30 – 50% 80 – 100% 

Mixed-use 15 – 30% 50 – 80% 
Office 15 –30% 50 – 67% 
Industrial 30 – 50% 50 – 80% 

Using the analysis in Table 1 as a general guide, the digital sign allowances 
(the maximum percentage of the sign area that may be digitized) have been 
increased as outlined in Table 2 (all were 40% in the October 2022 draft). 

Table 2. Digital Sign Allocations – Comparison Between October 
2022 and December 2022 Drafts  

Zoning District Category: 
  Sign Type 

Maximum % of Sign Area 
That May Be Digitized 

October 
2022 Draft 

December 
2022 Draft 

Commercial: 
  Ground Signs (Table 8.04-1) 
  Wall Signs (Table 8.05-1) 
  Incidental Signs (Table 8.06-4) 

40% 70% 

Employment/Industrial: 
  Ground Signs (Table 8.04-1) 
  Wall Signs (Table 8.05-1) 

40% 50% 

Urban/Mixed Use: 
  Ground Signs (Table 8.04-1)  
  Wall Signs (Table 8.05-1)  
  Window Signs (Table 8.05-2)  
  Incidental Signs (Table 8.06-4) 

40% 100% 

3 Sign Research Foundation, Weinstein & D.B. Hartt, Inc., A Framework for On-Premise 
Sign Regulations (March 2009), page 44.  

https://signresearch.org/
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Entry Signs (Table 8.04-4) 40% 70% 
De Minimus Signs (Table 8.06-2) 100% 100% 

Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the maximum size allowances 
for digital signs as presented in the December 8, 2022, Work Session Memo 
OR with the following revisions:   

b. _______________________; and
c. _______________________.

Add hours of operation for digital signs. 

Staff Response: Staff has added a new standard to Section 8.08.B.2, limiting 
hours of operation for digital and illuminated signs to between 7 am and 11 
pm and incorporating the general standards for external lighting in 7.05.02 
(Light and Glare). By comparison, hours of operation in Henrico County are 6 
am to midnight (in its lowest intensity business district B-1 Business district) 
from the Peer Study.   

Tie the sign provisions to the lighting provisions, which include the 
dark sky regulations. 

Staff Response: References to Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare) have been 
added to the digital sign regulations. In addition, 7.05.02.C.2.d is revised as 
follows, because not all of the provisions there apply to illuminated signs, and 
this section as written would otherwise create an internal inconsistency: “Signs 
related to the use must not be illuminated, except where allowed in the 
applicable zoning district (see Chapter 8 (Signs)).” 

Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the hours of operation and 
lighting provisions for digital signs as presented in the December 8, 2022, 
Work Session Memo OR with the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
b. _______________________.

ENTRY SIGNS 
The Commission directed (8-0-1: Merrithew absent) staff to establish a sign 
category and associated standards for Entry Signs, signs located at the 
entrance of a residential subdivision or multitenant commercial building, within 
the freestanding sign provisions (Section 8.04). Staff recommended this 
revision to the draft considered at the Commission’s August 30, 2022, Public 

https://loudoun.granicus.com/player/clip/7043?view_id=86&redirect=true&h=7d825a3a7be99e0993af859be99efb78
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Hearing, to maintain the existing sign allowances for entry signs in the Revised 
1993 Zoning Ordinance. 

Staff Response: Section 8.04.E. Entry Signs has been revised to reflect the 
Commission’s direction. 

MURALS 
Regarding murals, discussion during the October 13, 2022, Commission Work 
Session focused upon the need to calculate the maximum allowed number and 
size of murals separately from other wall signs to encourage this form of public 
art and increase the maximum allowed size of murals significantly. The 
Commission endorsed (7-0-2: Hayes and Merrithew absent) the mural 
regulations with the following revisions listed in bold font. 

Murals should not be counted towards the total sign allowance in any 
of the zoning districts.  

Staff Response: This distinction has been added to Section 8.05.D.5. 

Individual sign area limitations for murals should be increased in size. 

Staff Response: Individual sign area limitations (Table 8.05-3 Murals) have 
been increased as summarized in Table 3 for the Commission’s 
consideration. Note that only two communities in the Peer Study (Collier 
County and Manatee County, FL) address murals. Collier County limits them 
to 200 square feet in one overlay district, and Manatee County defines them 
as wall signs (which are limited to 2 square feet per linear foot of building 
frontage, with 200 square feet maximum).  

Table 3. Comparison of Sign Area Limitations for Murals 
August 2022 Draft versus December 2022 Draft 

Sign District 
Grouping August 2022 Draft December 2022 Draft 

Rural Lot < 5 acres: 10 sf 
Lot > 5 acres: 20 sf 

Residential: 20 sf  
Nonresidential (including 

farms): 50 sf 

Neighborhood - 
Residential 4 sf 16 sf 

Neighborhood - 
Nonresidential 10 sf 100 sf 

Commercial 1% of building façade, 
up to 200 sf 

35% per façade, 
up to 350 sf 

Employment/ 
Industrial 

0.5% of building façade, 
up to 100 sf 

35% per façade, 
up to 350 sf 

https://loudoun.granicus.com/player/clip/7043?view_id=86&redirect=true&h=7d825a3a7be99e0993af859be99efb78
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Table 3. Comparison of Sign Area Limitations for Murals 
August 2022 Draft versus December 2022 Draft 

Sign District 
Grouping August 2022 Draft December 2022 Draft 

Urban/Mixed Use 1% of building façade, 
up to 200 sf 

45% per façade, 
up to 500 sf 

TRC, UE, TC, OP, 
IP, GI, MR-HI, 

PD-RDP, CLI, GB, 
PD-SA, PD-MUB4 
zoning districts 

5% of building façade 45% of building façade 

Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the Sign Area Limitations for 
Murals as presented in the December 8, 2022, Work Session Memo OR with 
the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
c. _______________________.

ORIGINAL ART DISPLAY 
On the topic of Original Art Display (i.e., three-dimensional art, statues, 
sculptures), the Commission’s discussion at the October 13, 2022, Work 
Session focused upon the need to calculate the maximum allowed number and 
size of Original Art Displays separately from other sign types, increase the 
maximum allowed size for Original Art Displays, and use a different metric for 
calculating the allowable size of Original Art Displays as they are three-
dimensional. The Commission endorsed (8-0-1: Merrithew absent) the Original 
Art Display regulations in the draft Zoning Ordinance (Table 8.04-5) with the 
following revisions in bold font. 

Incorporate the same review process proposed for the murals section. 

Staff Response: The same review process for murals has been added to Section 
8.09.D. for Original Art Displays.  

Artwork should be counted separately from signs and not be counted 
towards the overall sign restrictions. 

4 TRC, Urban Employment (UE), Town Center (TC), Office Park (OP), Industrial Park 
(IP), General Industry (GI), Mineral Resource-Heavy Industry (MR-HI), Planned 
Development-Research Development Park (PD-RDP), Commercial Light Industry 
(CLI), General Business (GB), Planned Development-Special Activities (PD-SA), 
Planned Development-Mixed Use Business (PD-MUB) 
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Staff Response: This language has been added to Section 8.04.F. 

Increase the size limitations for Original Art Display outlined in the 
sign tables. 

Staff Response: In Table 8.04-1 Original Art Display, maximum area (square 
feet) has been changed to volume (cubic feet), with an increase in volume that 
would have resulted from applying the original height limits. Height limits are 
also increased for the Commission’s consideration. Note the formula for 
measuring volume is added to Section 8.10.B.2 and below in italics. For 
simplicity, this formula uses the smallest cube that encloses the Original Art 
Display and adjusts the result down by 50 percent to provide flexibility for 
embellishments or other 3D projections. 

Volume.  The volume of signs with three-dimensional, spherical, free-
form, sculptural or other nonplanar areas (e.g., original art displays) is 
determined by calculating the volume of the smallest cube that will 
encompass the sign structure and multiplying the result by fifty percent 
(50%).  [Note: the purpose of the 50% adjustment factor is to 
accommodate embellishments and irregular surfaces.]  The equation for 
calculating the volume of a cube is: 

V = W x L x H, where 
V = volume 
L = the cube's length 
W = the cube's width [Note: either side may be designated as the 
length or width, as this will not change the result] 
H = the cube's height, measured from the finished grade 
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Figure 1. Original Art Display 

Table 4. Comparison of Size and Height Limitations for Original Art 
Display – August 2022 Draft versus December 2022 Draft 

Zoning 
District 
Category 

Size Limit Height Limit 
August 

2022 Draft 
December 
2022 Draft 

August 
2022 Draft 

December 
2022 Draft 

Area  
(square feet) 

Volume  
(cubic feet) 

Height 
(feet) 

Height 
(feet) 

Rural 20 sf 500 cf 4 ft 11 ft 
Neighborhood 1,000 sf 1,000 cf 8 ft 9 ft 
Commercial 20 sf 4,000 cf 15 ft 18 ft 
Employment/ 
Industrial 30 sf 4,000 cf 18 ft 18 ft 

Urban/Mixed 
Use 20 sf 5,000 cf 8 ft 24 ft 

Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the regulations for Original Art 
Display as presented in the December 8, 2022, Work Session Memo OR with 
the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
d. _______________________.

Height 

Volume 

Setback from 
Right-of-Way 
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SIGNS IN RURAL ZONING DISTRICTS 
During the October 13, 2022, Work Session, the Commission discussed the 
potential to allocate the number and size of signs based on road frontage or 
road speed rather than on acreage and the need for sign regulations to address 
the unique characteristics of villages, such as allowing lamp post banners and 
sidewalk signs. The Commission endorsed (8-0-1: Merrithew absent) the sign 
regulations for Rural zoning districts with the following revisions in bold font. 

Call out separate regulations for signage in rural villages. 

Staff Response: Village is defined in Section 8.01.E.5 as any lot zoned Planned 
Development-Rural Village (PD-RV). A column for or reference to Village has 
been added to the sign tables in 8.04 Freestanding Signs, 8.05 Attached Signs, 
and 8.06 Incidental Signs, to allow certain sign types such as sidewalk signs, 
original art display, murals, lamp post banners, and incidental signs in rural 
villages.  

Staff recommends the Commission review and consider Sections 8.04 
Freestanding Signs, 8.05 Attached Signs, and 8.06 Incidental Signs to ensure 
the draft language does not exceed the Commission’s direction and would not 
negatively impact the character of the rural villages.  

Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the sign regulations for rural 
villages as presented in Attachment 1 to the December 8, 2022, Work Session 
Memo OR with the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
b. _______________________.

Explore a different way of allocating the number of signs to parcels 
based on road frontage or some other type of metric rather than on 
acreage. 

Staff Response: The draft sign regulations have been revised for Rural Policy 
Area zoning districts. The ground and pole sign allocations are now based on 
the road categories in the Countywide Transportation Plan, which in turn have 
speed categories. The sizes are based on a model for calculating sign sizes 
developed by the United States Sign Council Foundation (USSC) and 
Pennsylvania Transportation Institute (PTI) of the Pennsylvania State 
University and described in D. Mandelker, J. Baker, & R. Crawford, Street 
Graphics and the Law: Fourth Edition (American Planning Association, PAS 
Report 580). The consultant rounded down to respect the character of the 
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Rural Policy Area and in recognition that this is a significant increase in sign 
area. Here is a link to Mr. White’s analysis. 

Table 5. Rural Policy Area Zoning Districts – 
Signs Based on Road Categories 

Standard Rural: 
Nonresidential 

Rural: 
Residential 

Rural: 
Village 

Number allowed (all 
ground and pole signs) 

Lot < 5 acres: 1 
Lot > 5 acres: 2 

-- 4 

Cumulative area (max-
all ground and pole signs) 

N/A -- Lot > 5 acres: 
60 sf  100 sf 

Individual sign area 
(max) 
- Arterial frontage 100 sf -- 100 sf 
- Collector frontage 40 sf -- 45 sf 
- Local frontage 15 sf -- 20 sf 
Height (ft, max) 4’ 12’ 
Draft language for consideration (December 2022) 
Deleted language from October 13, 2022 draft 

Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the sign regulations for rural 
villages as presented in Attachment 1 to the December 8, 2022, Work Session 
Memo OR with the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
b. _______________________.

Draw a distinction between residential and nonresidential signage in 
the rural policy designations. Further consider [increasing] sign 
dimensions.  

Staff Response: Revisions have been made to distinguish between 
“Residential” and “Nonresidential” (to include farms with dwelling units for sign 
purposes only) signs for Rural Policy Area zoning districts. As revised, Section 
8.01.E.5 defines "Residential" as a lot where the principal use is a dwelling unit 
and defines ”Nonresidential" as any lot that is not designated as "Residential," 
including any farm that includes a dwelling unit.  

Columns for Residential and Nonresidential sign categories have been added 
to the sign tables in Sections 8.04 Freestanding Signs, 8.05 Attached Signs, 
and 8.06 Incidental Signs. Increased sign dimensions are provided for 
freestanding and attached signs for nonresidential (including farms) and village 
categories. As these tables are too large to include in this memo, please refer 
to Attachments 1 and 2 for the draft text. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.dropbox.com/s/cwhmkr5lxgqhtve/Sign*20Matrix_Rural.xlsx?dl=0__;JQ!!IvMiCv_-VA!2bq39kl3a8svsSfQcKsEfWCAQswaPcxHdy9HuifuPcZ69ae57XwP1jOElIyJN4rR-3G_g3T57M-2zrhvCxRu3ACFhYfT$
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Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse the nonresidential and 
residential sign categories and increased dimensions for signs in Rural Policy 
Area zoning districts as presented in the December 8, 2022, Work Session 
Memo OR with the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
b. _______________________.

SIGN DEVELOPMENT PLANS 
As discussed as part of Chapter 11: Procedures at a prior Commission Work 
Session, draft text would change some elements of the Sign Development Plan 
(SIDP) application process. The Commission deferred discussion on the 
proposed SIDP procedure to the Commission’s further discussion of Chapter 8. 

The current Revised 1993 Zoning Ordinance allows application for a SIDP to 
deviate from most Sign Regulations. Draft text (Section 11.11.03) proposes to 
allow SIDP applications for the following circumstances: 

1) Alternative sign regulations; or

2) Revisions to an approved SIDP.

SIDP applications would continue to be legislative applications requiring a 
Public Hearing. However, draft text proposes that the Board of Zoning Appeals 
(BZA) would review and act upon SIDP applications. This is proposed 1) to 
shorten the application process for applicants and staff (the current process 
requires both a Commission Public Hearing and a Board Public Hearing) and 2) 
to lighten meeting agendas for the Commission and Board. 

SIDP approval criteria is strengthened in draft text and requires compliance 
with 2019 GP policies. Proposed approval criteria as drafted in Chapter 11: 
Procedures requires the BZA to find that the request: 

1. Has unusual design or artistic features that require an alternative to the
dimensional or design regulations of Chapter 8: Signs while providing
the same approximate scale of allowable signage;

2. Complies with the General Plan;
3. Avoids traffic safety hazards by minimizing unnecessary distractions for

motorists, bicyclists, and/or pedestrians;
4. Demonstrates compatibility with, and is subordinate to, the structures

and land uses on the same site as the sign(s);
5. Addresses impacts to the night sky;
6. Incorporates energy efficient measures, where possible; and
7. Avoids unnecessary redundancy or competing demands for visual

attention.
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Draft Motion: 
I move that the Planning Commission endorse Section 11.11.03 Sign 
Development Plan as presented in the December 8, 2022, Work Session Memo 
OR with the following revisions:   

a. _______________________; and
b. _______________________.

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Draft Chapter 8: Signs (December 2022)
2. Draft Chapter 8: Signs Redline (October 2022 v. December 2022)
3. Sign Regulation Comparison – Loudoun County Peers (Peer Study)
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CHAPTER 8: SIGNS 
 

Contents: 
8.01 Application of Sign Regulations 

8.02 General Sign Requirements
8.03 Prohibited Signs 

8.04 Freestanding Signs 

8.05 Attached Signs 

8.06 Incidental Signs 

8.07 Historic Signs 

8.08 Illuminated and Digital Signs 

8.09 Sign Permits and Administration 

8.10 Sign Measurements 

8.01 Application of Sign Regulations 
  

Purpose: The visual environment has an effect on, and is an important element of, safeguarding life, health, and property, 
and preserving the natural beauty, historic and cultural attributes, unique character, and attractiveness of communities. 
Careful control of signs can protect the general welfare, safety of individuals, and property values, support economic vitality 
and viability, and enhance Loudoun’s communities overall. This section, therefore, establishes well-designed signs that 
contribute in positive ways to Loudoun County’s visual environment while expressing local character and helping to develop 
a distinctive image of the County. This Chapter establishes standards for the physical type, number, physical 
dimensions, location, design, construction, installation, display, and safety of signs to accomplish the following purposes:  

• Protect the right to freedom of expression.

• Ensure the compatibility of signs with land uses. 

• Promote orderly, attractive, and effective signs. 

• Treat similar types of signs consistently. 

• Minimize competing demands for visual attention to graphic messages or displays by preventing and reducing visual
clutter to help people find a location without difficulty or confusion. 

• Allow for identification of addresses, places of business, and communities to promote public safety and identification
by public safety and emergency personnel, residents, employees, consumers, and visitors to the County. 

• Ensure that signs are accessory components of an overall composition of architectural elements and do not become
dominant architectural elements by themselves. Ensure that signs are subordinate to the Structures and land use
functions on the site. 

• Determine placement consistent with traffic safety by reducing traffic hazards caused by distractions to motorists
and impairment of sight lines.

• Protect property values by facilitating harmony between residential and commercial uses.

• Incorporate new technologies for sign design and display where consistent with their context and the County's long-
range planning policies.

• Complement the character of the General Plan policy areas and zoning districts. 

Attachment 1
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• Preserve the residential character of residential neighborhoods. 

• Reduce administrative burdens. 

• Avoid the creation of nonconformities. 

• Facilitate the implementation of the General Plan's policy areas and place types. 

• Preserve, protect, and promote the public health, safety and general welfare.  

Findings: The County finds that the type, dimensions, setbacks, and physical design of signs permitted by this Chapter 
protect its interests in traffic safety, community character, and design, while allowing for adequate visibility, legibility, and 
pedestrian or motorist recognition and comprehension. The County finds and determines that the standards set out in this 
Chapter were developed after a public process in which the design and dimensional standards were tested against industry 
criteria, past experience in administering sign standards, and community input as to the appropriate characteristics of 
signs in the County’s various neighborhoods and business areas. 

A. Title. This Chapter is known and may be cited as the “Loudoun County Sign Regulations” or “Sign Regulations.” 

B. Applicability 

1. Generally. This Chapter regulates the type, dimensions, design, and other characteristics of signs throughout 
the County.  This Chapter applies to any sign within the County's zoning jurisdiction. 

2. Exemption.  This section does not apply to government signs. Examples of government signs include, but are 
not limited to, traffic signs, directional signs, and historical markers. 

C. Content Neutral. This Chapter regulates only the sign structure and physical parameters and not the sign’s 
content.  Despite any other provision of this Chapter, no sign is subject to any limitation based on the content of 
its message.  

D. Allocation Standards. This Chapter allocates signs by number and area to lots and structures. This system provides 
flexibility for persons and entities who display signs, avoids sign distinctions that depend on a sign’s message, and 
minimizes potential traffic hazards and clutter. Because this Chapter does not regulate sign content, applicants 
and property owners may allocate signs by message type (for example, onsite advertising, directional, and opinion 
messages) in any manner within the sign quantity and area limits established in this Chapter. 
1. Sections 8.04 through 8.06 establish standards and overall allowances for signs by number and area for 3 

major sign categories: 
a. Freestanding signs (Section 8.04) 

b. Attached signs (Section 8.05) 

c. Incidental signs (Section 8.06) 

2. Sections 8.04 through 8.06 include tables that establish the standards for individual sign types, including: 
a. Whether the sign type is permitted in the designated zoning districts. 
b. Whether a Sign Permit is required. 
c. The maximum permitted number of signs of the designated category on the property, which may be 

based on factors such as: 
1. Number per street frontage 

2. Number per occupant (such as a business,  institution, or other entity occupying a multitenant 
building) that has its own ground floor entryway or storefront 

3. Number entry (for example, per single-tenant building or multi-tenant building with a single entry) 
4. The total number of that sign type on a single lot or parcel 

d. Maximum sign dimensions, which may include, but are not limited to: 
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1. Sign area 

2. Height 

3. Location 

4. Property line setback 

5. Spacing in relation to other signs 

e. Design characteristics, including whether the following design features are allowed or required: 
1. Digital 
2. Illumination, internal 
3. Illumination, external 
4. Illumination, halo lit 

5. Channel letters 

6. Changeable copy 

7. Animation 

E. Categories. Sections 8.04, 8.05, and 8.06 regulate sign characteristics by common zoning districts. The County 
regulates use, setbacks, building dimensions, and site and building design by zoning districts, which implement 
the policy areas and place types established by the General Plan. The zoning districts have common characteristics 
and are collapsed into common categories for purposes of applying this Chapter’s sign regulations. These zoning 
districts are categorized for purposes of this Chapter as follows: 
1. Urban/Mixed Use: Planned Development-Transit Related Center (PD-TRC), Planned Development-Town 

Center (PD-TC), and Legacy District: Planned Development – Mixed Use Business (PD-MUB). 
2. Neighborhood: Suburban Neighborhood – 4 (SN-4), Suburban Neighborhood – 6 (SN-6), Suburban Compact 

Neighborhood – 8 (SCN-8), Suburban Compact Neighborhood – 16 (SCN-16), Suburban Compact 
Neighborhood – 24 (SCN-24), Transitional Residential – 1 (TR-1), Transitional Residential – 3 (TR-3), 
Transitional Residential – 10 (TR-10), Transition Small Lot Neighborhood (TSN), Transition Compact 
Neighborhood (TCN), Joint Land Management Area Neighborhood (JLMA-1), Joint Land Management Area 
Neighborhood (JLMA-2), Joint Land Management Area Neighborhood (JLMA-3), and Legacy Districts: Single 
Family Residential – 1 (R-1), Single Family Residential – 2 (R-2), Single Family Residential – 3 (R-3), Single 
Family Residential – 4 (R-4), Single Family Residential – 8 (R-8), Townhouse/Multifamily Residential –16 R-16), 
Multifamily Residential – 24 (R-24), Transitional Residential – 2 (TR-2), Planned Development – Active 
Adult/Age Restricted, Joint Land Management Area – 20 (JLMA-20), and Planned Development – Housing (PD-
H). 

3. Commercial: Planned Development-Commercial Center (Neighborhood Center) (PD-CC(NC)), Planned 
Development-Commercial Center (Commercial Center) (PD-CC(CC)), Transition Community Center (TCC), and 
Legacy Districts: Planned Development – Commercial Center – Regional Center (PD-CC(RC)), and Planned 
Development – Commercial Center – Small Regional Center (PD-CC(SC)). 

4. Employment/Industrial: Urban Employment (UE), Office Park (OP), Industrial Park (IP), General Industry (GI), 
Mineral Resource-Heavy Industry (MR-HI) and Legacy Districts: Planned Development – Research and 
Development Park (PD-RDP), Planned Development – Special Activities (PD-SA), Commercial/Light Industry 
(CLI), and General Business (GB). 

5. Rural: Agricultural Rural – 1  (AR-1), Agricultural Rural – 2 (AR-2), and Legacy Districts: Agricultural – 10 (A-
10), Agricultural/Residential – 3 (A-3), Countryside Residential – 1 (CR-1), Countryside Residential – 2 (CR-2), 
Countryside Residential – 3 (CR-3), Countryside Residential – 4 (CR-4), and Planned Development – Rural 
Village (PD-RV), and Rural Commercial (RC).  In the Rural districts: 

a. "Residential" means a lot where the principal use is a dwelling unit. 
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b. "Nonresidential" (or "NR") means any lot that is not designated as "Residential," including any farm 
that includes a dwelling unit.  

c. "Village" means any lot zoned PD-RV. 

8.02  General Sign Requirements 
  

A. Signs Permitted. Only signs listed in Sections 8.04, 8.05, 8.06, 8.07 and 8.08 are permitted. Those signs are subject 
to any regulations specifically set forth for each category and to all other regulations in this Chapter. No other 
signs are permitted. 

B. Sign Requirements. Sections 8.04, 8.05, 8.06, 8.07, and 8.08  regulate the following: 1) total aggregate sign area; 
2) maximum number of signs; 3) maximum area of any one sign (with special provisions for ground mounted signs 
and ground mounted background structures); 4) illumination permitted; 5) minimum setback from road right-of-
way; 6) maximum height; 7) sign type permitted; and 8) other additional requirements. 

C. Signs in PD Districts. Signs in a Planned Development District (PD) are subject to the approved PD Master Plan or 
any applicable amendments. 

D. Sign Permits and Sign Development Plans. Signs that are subject to an approved Sign Permit or Sign Development 
Plan are subject to the terms of the applicable Sign Permit or Sign Development Plan. 

E. Safety.  Signs must be properly secured and not impede visibility at intersections pursuant to 7.07.04. 
F. Nonconforming Signs and Removal. Any sign lawfully in existence at the time of the effective date of this Zoning 

Ordinance may be maintained although it does not conform with the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance, except 
that any such nonconforming sign, which was required to be removed under a prior Zoning Ordinance, must be 
removed. See Chapter 10 for additional requirements and allowances for nonconformities.  

8.03 Prohibited Signs 
  

Signs with any of the following characteristics are prohibited: 

A. Signs Not Enumerated. Any sign not specifically permitted by this Chapter. 
B. Off-Premise Signs. Any sign not located on the property or structure to which it directs attention or to which it is 

appurtenant, except (a) any sign erected or maintained by or under the supervision of the county or other 
governmental authority or the Virginia Department of Transportation, and (b) any other off-premise sign that is 
specifically provided for in this Chapter. 

C. Neon/Lighted Outlines. Outlines of any building or sign with exposed neon illumination or other permanent lights, 
except as specifically permitted with the approval of a Sign Development Plan. 

D. Snipe Signs.  Signs fastened, placed, painted, pasted, or attached in any way to, in, or upon any tree, fence, public 
utility pole, rock, curbstone, sidewalk, lamp post, hydrant, bridge, highway marker, publicly owned art within the 
public right-of-way, or another sign, except as required by law. 

E. Glare. Illuminated signs that reflect or cast glare, directly or indirectly, on any public roadway or adjacent 
property. 

F. Attention-Getting Devices. Balloons, banners, pennants, feather signs, or inflated devices, unless otherwise 
permitted by this Chapter. 

G. Traffic Hazards. No sign may be located or illuminated, or mimic traffic control signs. No sign may create a traffic 
hazard or obstruction for motorists, bicyclists, or pedestrians. The Zoning Administrator may find that the location, 
lighting, or design of a sign could cause a traffic hazard or obstruction. 

8.04 Freestanding Signs 
  

A. Applicability.  This section applies to freestanding signs, which include the following sign types: 
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1. Ground signs.  Pylon signs are subject to the same standards as ground signs.  
2. Pole signs. 
3. Sidewalk signs. 

B. Ground Signs.   
1. Ground signs must comply with Table 8.04-1 below. 
2. Ground signs must include a landscaped base with a minimum depth of 3 feet on all sides (see Figure 1). The 

applicant must maintain the landscaped base. 

 Figure 8.04-1 Ground Signs 

  

  

Table 8.04-1 Ground Signs   

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 
Rural: 
Village Neighborhood Commercial 

Employment/ 
Industrial 

Urban/Mixed 
Use 

1 Allowed? Y N Y NR Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 
3 Number allowed (all 

ground and pole signs) 
Lot < 5 acres: 1 
Lot > 5 acres: 2 

-- 4 2 4 3 2 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-

all ground and pole 
signs) 

N/A -- 100 sf 20 sf 120 sf 100 sf 120 sf 
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Table 8.04-1 Ground Signs   

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 
Rural: 
Village Neighborhood Commercial 

Employment/ 
Industrial 

Urban/Mixed 
Use 

5 Individual sign area 
(max) 

 --  15 sf 60 sf 100 sf 60 sf 

- Arterial frontage 100 sf -- 100 sf     
 - Collector frontage 40 sf -- 45 sf     
 - Local frontage 15 sf -- 20 sf     
6 Height (ft, max) 12' --  8' 15' 8' 8' 

 
7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' -- 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 
8 Spacing from other 

signs (ft, min) 
N/A -- N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
9 Digital (max. percent 

of sign area or 30 sf, 
whichever is greater) 

N -- N N 70% 50% 100% 

10 Backlight N -- N Y Y Y Y 
11 Illumination, External Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 
12 Illumination, Halo Lit N -- N N N N Y 
13 Channel Letters Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 
14 Animated N -- N N N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.   
Street Categories are as designated in the Countywide Transportation Plan, as follows: Arterial = Principal Arterial – Freeway (Level 2), Principal Arterial – Non-
Freeway / Other (Level 3), or Minor Arterial (Level 4); Collector = Major Collector (Level 5) or Minor Collector (Level 6); Local = Neighborhood Collector (Level 7), 
Local Secondary Road (Level 8) 

C. Pole Signs.  Pole signs must comply with Table 8.04-2 below. 
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 Figure 8.04-2 Pole Signs 

  
 

Table 8.04-2 Pole Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 
Rural: 
Village Neighborhood Commercial 

Employment/ 
Industrial 

Urban/Mixed 
Use 

1 Allowed? Y N Y NR Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 
3 Number allowed (all 

ground and pole signs) 
Lot < 5 acres: 1 
Lot > 5 acres: 2 

-- 4 2 4 3 2 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-

all ground and pole 
signs) 

N/A -- 100 sf 20 sf 120 sf 100 sf 120 sf 

5 Individual sign area 
(max) 

 --  10 sf 20 sf 30 sf 20 sf 

 - Arterial frontage 75 sf -- 75 sf     
 - Collector frontage 30 sf -- 30 sf     
 - Local frontage 15 sf -- 15 sf     
6 Height (ft, max) 5' -- 5' 5' 15' 8' 8' 

Location 
7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' -- 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 
8 Spacing from other 

signs (ft, min) 
N/A -- N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Design 
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Table 8.04-2 Pole Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 
Rural: 
Village Neighborhood Commercial 

Employment/ 
Industrial 

Urban/Mixed 
Use 

9 Digital (max. percent of 
sign area or 30 sf, 
whichever is greater) 

N -- N N N N N 

10 Backlight N -- N Y Y Y Y 
11 Illumination, External Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 
12 Illumination, Halo Lit N -- N N N N N 
13 Channel Letters Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 
14 Animated N -- N N N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is required; 
NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, see 
Section 8.01. 

D. Sidewalk Signs. Sidewalk signs must comply with Table 8.04-3.  In addition, sidewalk signs must be located on the 
sidewalk in front of and within 20 linear feet of a building entrance for the tenant space. The sidewalk sign's 
placement must leave at least a 4-foot-wide unobstructed space for pedestrians on the sidewalk in front of the 
tenant space. 

Figure 8.04-3 Sidewalk Signs  
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Table 8.04-3 Sidewalk Signs     

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 
1 Allowed? Village only N Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? Y N/A Y Y Y 
3 Number allowed 1 per building entry N/A 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-all 

ground signs) 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5 Individual sign area (max) 6 sf N/A 6 sf 6 sf 6 sf 
6 Height (ft, max) 3' N/A 3' 3' 3' 

Design 
7 Digital (max. percent of sign 

area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N N/A N N N 

8 Backlight N N/A N N N 
9 Illumination, External N N/A N N N 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N/ N/A N N N 
11 Channel Letters N N/A N N N 
12 Animated N N/A N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk. 

E. Entry Signs. Entry signs are permitted to be located along a vehicle entry from a collector or arterial road 
designated on the Countywide Transportation Plan, and must be designed as ground signs.  Entry signs do not 
count toward the number or area allocation for freestanding signs in Tables 8.04-1 or 8.04-2 above.  Entry signs 
must comply with Table 8.04-4 below. 
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 Figure 8.04-4 Entry Signs 

 
 

Table 8.04-4 Entry Signs     

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural/Neighborhood 
Commercial, Employment/ 

Industrial, Urban/Mixed Use 
1 Allowed? Y (Subdivision Entry Sign) Y (Development Entry Sign) 
2 Permit required? Y Y 
3 Number allowed (all ground and pole signs) 1 per entry* 1 per entry 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-all ground and pole signs) n/a n/a 
5 Individual sign area (max) 80 sf* Projects < 10 acres:  50 sf 

Projects > 10 and < 40 acres: 60 sf  
Projects > 40 acres: 75 sf  

6 Height (ft, max) 5' 10' 

Location 
7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 10' 10' 
8 Spacing from other signs (ft, min) N/A N/A 

Design 
9 Digital (max. percent of sign area or 30 sf, whichever is 

greater) 
N 70% 

10 Backlight N* Y 
11 Illumination, External Y Y 
12 Illumination, Halo Lit N Y 
13 Channel Letters Y Y 
14 Animated N N 
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Table 8.04-4 Entry Signs     

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural/Neighborhood 
Commercial, Employment/ 

Industrial, Urban/Mixed Use 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  An "entry" means a vehicle entry from a collector or arterial road designated on the Countywide Transportation Plan 
* For PD-H and PD-AAAR, 2 subdivision entry signs are allowed per entry, with a maximum individual sign area of 120 sf, minimum 1000 feet between signs on 
same side of road or at intersection, and may include backlight. 

F. Original Art Display.  An Original Art Display must comply with Table 8.04-5.  Original art displays do not count 
against the maximum cumulative sign area or maximum area for any category of sign.  See Section 8.09.D for sign 
permit requirements for original art displays. 

 Figure 8.04-5 Original Art Display 

 
 

Table 8.04-1 Original Art Display    

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 
1 Allowed? NR / Village NR Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y 
3 Number allowed (all ground 

and pole signs) 
1 1 2 2 2 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-all 

original art displays) 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Table 8.04-1 Original Art Display    

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 
5 Individual sign volume 

(max, cubic feet [cf]*) 
1,500  cf 1,000 cf 4,000 cf 4,000 cf 5,000 cf 

6 Height (ft, max) 11' 9' 18' 18' 24' 

Location 
7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 
8 Spacing from other 

signs (ft, min) 
N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Design 
9 Digital (max. percent of sign 

area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N N N N N 

10 Backlight N N N N N 
11 Illumination, External N N Y Y Y 
12 Illumination, Halo Lit N N N N Y 
13 Channel Letters Y Y Y Y Y 
14 Animated N N N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01. 
* maximum area is measured as any rectangular plane from the lowest to the highest point of the structure, and extending to the furthest horizontal edges of the 
structure 

8.05 Attached Signs 
  

A. Applicability. This section applies to attached signs, which include the following sign types: 
1. Wall Signs    
2. Window Signs 

3. Murals 

B. Wall Signs. Wall Signs must comply with Table 8.05-1 below.   
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Figure 8.05-1 Wall Signs  

  
 

Table 8.05-1 Wall Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 
Village Neighborhood Commercial 

Employment/ 
Industrial 

Urban/Mixed 
Use 

1 Allowed? Y Y Y Y NR Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 
3 Number allowed Per lot: 

Lot < 5 
acres: 2 
Lot > 5 
acres: 3 

2 4 per 
building 
+ 1 per 

building 
entry 

2 per 
building 

2 per 
building 

4 per building + 1 
per building entry 

4 per building 4 + 1 per building 
entry 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (all 

wall signs, per building) 
Lot > 5 

acres: 60 sf 
4 sf 20% per 

Façade 
4 sf 20 sf 20% per Façade 20% per Facade 20% per Facade 

5 Individual sign area 
(max) 

Lot < 5 
acres: 10 sf 

Lot > 5 
acres: 20 sf 

4 sf 1% of 
building 
Facade, 

up to 
120 sf 

4 sf 10 sf 1% of building 
Facade, up to 200 

sf 

0.5% of building 
Facade, up to 100 

sf 

1% of building 
Facade, up to 200 

sf 

6 Height (ft, max) A wall sign must not extend above or beyond the perimeter of the wall or Facade to which it is attached.   

Design 
7 Digital (max. percent of 

sign area or 30 sf, 
whichever is greater) 

N N N N N 70% 50% 100% 

8 Backlight N N N N Y Y Y Y 
9 Illumination, External Y N Y N Y Y Y Y 
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Table 8.05-1 Wall Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 
Village Neighborhood Commercial 

Employment/ 
Industrial 

Urban/Mixed 
Use 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit Y N Y N N Y Y Y 
11 Channel Letters N Y N Y Y Y Y Y 
12 Animated N N N N N N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Ys = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for non-residential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 7.01.   "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk.  For purposes of this subsection, "facade" 
does not include any rooftop Structure as defined by the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (such as an enclosed mechanical room). 

C. Window Signs.   
1. Window Signs are allowed in addition to Wall Signs. 
2. For multistory buildings, Window Signs may be located on the first story of the building or street level. 

Window Signs are not permitted on the second building story or above.    
3. Window Signs must comply with Table 8.05-2. 

 Figure 8.05-2 Window Signs 

  
 

Table 8.05-2 Window Signs     

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 
1 Allowed? Y Y Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y 



 
 

Loudoun County, VA | Zoning Ordinance     15 
 

Table 8.05-2 Window Signs     

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 
3 

Number allowed 
3 3 4 per building 

Façade or 4 per 
tenant space* 

4 per building 
Façade or 4 per 
tenant space* 

4 per building 
Façade or 4 per 
tenant space* 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-all 

ground signs) 
N/A N/A Lesser of 25% of the total square footage of window area or 10 sf 

5 Individual sign area (max) 1.5 sf 1.5 sf N/A N/A N/A 
6 Height (ft, max) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Design 
7 Digital (max. percent of sign 

area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N N N N 100% 

8 Backlight N N Y N Y 
9 Illumination, External N N Y N Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N N Y N Y 
11 Channel Letters N N Y Y Y 
12 Animated N N N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is required; 
NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, see 
Section 7.01. *"Tenant space" means a building space occupied by a tenant or owner, and that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk.  

D. Murals.  Murals must comply with Table 8.05-3.  The number and area of murals is counted toward the maximum 
number and area of wall signs (see subsection A above).  This restriction does not apply to the TC, UE, OP, IP, GI, 
MR-HI, and PD-RDP, I Zoning Districts. 
1. Location. 

a. Murals are not permitted on the front building wall. The "front building wall" is a building elevation 
that faces the adjacent street right-of-way and is the primary entrance. Buildings located on a block 
corner with the primary entrance located diagonally at the building corner to both intersecting streets 
has 2 primary front building walls.  This restriction does not apply to barns in the Rural districts or to 
data centers. 

b. Additional Mural Facing Side or Rear Parking Lot. Lots with parking to the side or rear of a building are 
allowed one mural facing the parking lot, if at least 50 percent of the required parking for the 
establishment is located to the side or rear of the building and an entrance to the establishment faces 
the parking lot. The area of the secondary signs placed on the primary wall is calculated using the linear 
footage of the secondary walls and transferred to the primary building wall. 

2. Text.   
a. Murals may include words, text, logos, emblems, trademarks or numbers (hereinafter "text") within 

the depiction that do not exceed the following cumulative area, whichever is less: 
1. 20% of the total size of the depiction, up to the maximum allowable wall sign area, or 

2. 5% of the surface area of the wall to which it is attached or painted. 
b. The Zoning Administrator may approve additional words, text, logos, emblems, trademarks or 

numbers upon finding that it is an artistic element that is integral to the mural. In making this 
determination, the Zoning Administrator shall consider the form, proportion, scale, color, materials, 
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surface treatment, overall mural size, and the size and style of lettering. The Zoning Administrator 
must not consider the message that the text conveyed. In making this determination, the Zoning 
Administrator may refer the Sign Permit application to the Loudoun Arts Council for its 
recommendation. 

3. Attachment. Murals may be applied directly to a wall, or attached to a frame or substrate that is attached to 
a wall. Murals that extend beyond or project above the vertical or horizontal line of any wall onto which the 
mural is painted or affixed must be attached so as to not create a safety hazard to the public. 

4. Sign Permits for Murals.  See Section 8.09.D for sign permit requirements for murals. 
a.   

5. Standards for Approval. The Zoning Administrator must consider whether a Sign Permit meets the following 
standards for approval: 

a. The mural's components, including its Structure and construction materials: 
1. Are securely attached to the building or Structure to which it is applied. 
2. Incorporate paint, evolving paint and vinyl printing technologies, or other artistic mediums such 

as tile or mosaic. 
b. The mural is not applied to any surface that was unlawfully established. 
c. The mural is not installed in a location that conflicts with the setback requirements of the zoning district 

in which it is located. 
d. The mural is not above a height that is or would be nonconforming to current building height 

limitations. 
e. The mural is designed and constructed under the supervision of an artist who has demonstrated murals 

expertise. 
6. Sign Allowance.  Murals do not count against the maximum cumulative sign area or maximum area for any 

category of sign. 

Table 8.05-3 Murals     

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 
1 Allowed? NR / Village Y NR Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y Y 
3 Number allowed Per lot: 

Lot < 5 acres: 1 
Lot > 5 acres: 2 

1 per 
building 

1 per 
building 

1 per building 1 per building 1 per building entry 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
5 Individual sign area (max) Residential uses: 0 sf 

Non-residential uses 
(including farms):  

50 sf 

16 sf 100 sf 35% per Façade, up 
to 350 sf 

35% of building 
Façade, up to 350 sf 

40% of building 
Façade, up to 500 sf 

 TRC, UE, TC, OP, IP, GI, MR-
HI, PD-RDP, CLI, GB, PD-SA, 
PD-MUB 

N/A    45% of building 
Facade 

45% of building 
Facade 

6 Height (ft, max) A mural must not extend above or beyond the perimeter of the wall or Facade to which it is attached.   

Design 
7 Digital N N N N N N 
8 Backlight N N Y Y Y Y 
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Table 8.05-3 Murals     

Standard/Requirement 
Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 
9 Illumination, External Y Y Y Y Y Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit Y N N Y Y Y 
11 Channel Letters N Y Y Y Y Y 
12 Animated N N N N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 7.01.   "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk.  For purposes of this subsection, "facade" 
does not include any rooftop Structure as defined by the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (such as an enclosed mechanical room). 

8.06 Incidental Signs 
  

A. Applicability. This section applies to Incidental Signs, which include the following sign types: 
1. Lamp Post Banners 

2. De Minimis Signs 

3. Temporary Signs 

4. Incidental Signs, generally 

B. Lamp Post Banners. Lamp Post Banners must comply with Table 8.06-1 below. Lamp Post Banners are not 
permitted in Rural and Neighborhood Zoning District Categories.  

Table 8.06-1 Lamp Post Banners     

Standard/Requirement 
Rural (Village), Commercial, Employment/Industrial, and  

Urban/Mixed Use Zoning District Categories 

1 Allowed? Y 
2 Permit required? Y 
3 Number allowed 1 per lamp post 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-all lamp post banners on property) N/A 
5 Individual sign area (max) 8 sf 
6 Height (ft, max) No point of the banner can extend higher than 15' above grade. 
7 ROW Setback (ft, min) N/A 
8 Spacing from other signs (ft, min) N/A 

Design 
9 Backlight N 

10 Illumination, External N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01. 

C. De Minimis Signs.  De minimis signs must comply with Table 8.06-2 below. 
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Table 8.06-2 De Minimis Signs     
Standard/Requirement Any Zoning District Categories 

1 Allowed? Y 
2 Permit required? N 
3 Number allowed N/A 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-all de minumis signs} 2 sf per building or 2 sf per tenant in a multi-tenant building 
5 Individual sign area (max) 1 sf 
6 Height (ft, max) N/A 

Design 
7 Digital  Y (100%) 
8 Backlight Y 
9 Illumination, External Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit Y 
11 Channel Letters Y 
12 Animated N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01. 

D. Temporary Signs.  Temporary Signs must comply with Table 8.06-3. 
1. Sign Permits for Temporary Signs are limited to 120 calendar days within a 12 month period. 

a. The Sign Permit Application must include the dates of sign display, which do not have to be 
consecutive. 

b. Signs must be removed prior to Sign Permit expiration.   
c. The Zoning Administrator may grant extensions to a Sign Permit for a Temporary Sign based on written 

justification for the need of an extension.  

Table 8.06-3 Temporary Signs 

Standard/Requirement  Any Zoning District Categories 
1 Allowed? Y 
2 Permit required? Y 
3 Number allowed N/A 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative area (max-all temporary signs) N/A 
5 Individual sign area (max) 32 sf 
6 Height (ft, max) 8' 

Location 
7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' 
8 Spacing from other signs (ft, min) 20' 

Design 
7 Digital (max. percent of sign area or 30 sf, whichever is greater) N 
8 Backlight N 
9 Illumination, External N 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N 
11 Channel Letters N 
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Table 8.06-3 Temporary Signs 

Standard/Requirement  Any Zoning District Categories 
12 Animated N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  

E. Incidental Signs, Generally. Incidental Signs must comply with Table 8.06-4 below.  
1. Incidental signs may be freestanding or attached, subject to any restrictions established by Table 8.04-4. 
2. The number and area of Incidental Signs described in Table 8.04-4 is the net of any Temporary Signs on the 

property.  For example, if a residential lot has 4 temporary signs that are 2 square feet each (8 square feet 
cumulative), then 2 additional Incidental Signs that are 12 square feet each (24 square feet cumulative) are 
allowed for a cumulative total of 32 square feet of Incidental Signs.  

Table 8.06-4 Incidental Signs, Generally    

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 

Urban/ 
Mixed Use 

1 Allowed? Y Y Y Y Y 
2 Permit required? N N Y Y Y 
3 Number allowed 6 (≤ 2  attached) N/A 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 

Dimensions 
4 Cumulative sign area (max-

all freestanding signs) 
32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 

5 Individual sign area (max - 
attached only) 

2 sf 2 sf 2 sf 2 sf 2 sf 

6 Height (ft, max) 5' 5' 6' 6' 6' 

Design 
7 Digital (max. percent of sign 

area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N N 70% N 100% 

8 Backlight N N Y N Y 
9 Illumination, External N N Y N Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N N N N N 
11 Channel Letters Y Y Y Y Y 
12 Animated N N N N N 
Key to Table 6.04-1: Y = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; N = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for Nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk. 

8.07 Historic Signs 
  

A. Applicability. Signs meeting the eligibility requirements of Section 8.07.B are permitted in accordance with Section 
8.07. 

B. Eligibility. To be eligible as a historic sign, the sign must be a historic resource. 
C. Effect of Eligibility. A historic sign is: 

1. Permitted to continue as a a legally established conforming sign. 
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2. May exceed the area or height established by this Chapter and may include any design features otherwise 
prohibited by this Chapter.  

D. Alteration or Destruction.  
1. If a historic sign is damaged , it is permitted to be repaired in kind.  
2.  If a historic sign has been destroyed, it may be rebuilt in kind at the same location and up to the area and 

height of the original sign, and must replicate the design characteristics of the original sign in terms of color, 
materials, mounting, and similar features. 

a. Subject to the  approval of the Zoning Administrator, alternate comparable materials may be 
substituted in the reconstruction of the sign if: 
1. It is technically not feasible to replace the sign with the original material; and 

2. The proposed material replicates the dimensions, proportions, and appearance of the historic sign. 
3. If a historic sign is not repaired or replaced in kind pursuant to subsections E.1. or E.2, then the requirements 

of Chapter 8 apply. 

8.08 Illuminated and Digital Signs 
  

A. Applicability. This section applies to any illuminated sign. Types of illumination include: digital, backlight, external 
illumination, and halo lit.  Except as provided below, illuminated signs are subject to the standards in this 
section.  This section supersedes the standards in Section Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare), except as provided 
below. 

B. Generally.    
1. Brightness. 

a. The intensity of the light source for an illuminated sign must not produce glare, the effect of which 
constitutes a traffic hazard or is otherwise detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare. 

b. Illuminated signs are subject to the maximum illumination levels of Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare), 
and the highest point of the illuminated or digital sign face is limited to 25 feet. 

2. Hours of Operation.  See Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare) Hours of operation for illuminated an digital signs 
are limited to7:00 am and 11:00 p.m).  Signs located more than 250 feet from a residential zoning district 
boundary may remain illuminated until 12:00 am (midnight). 

3. Color Temperature.  See Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare). 
C. Digital Signs. Digital signs must comply with the following standards: 

1. Where Permitted. See Sections 8.04, 8.05 and 8.06. 
2. Hold Time. Each message on the sign must be displayed for at least 6 seconds duration. 
3. Message Transition. Digital signs must contain static messages changed only through dissolve or fade 

transitions and must not have movement or the appearance or optical illusion of movement during the static 
display period of any part of the sign. A static message must not include any flashing or the varying of light 
intensity, and the message must not scroll. The change of message using dissolve or fade transition must not 
exceed 1 second of time between each message displayed on the sign. 

4. Light Sensing Device. Each digital sign must have a light sensing device that will adjust the brightness as 
ambient light conditions change.  

5. Automatic Shutoff. A digital sign must: 
a. Have automatic dimmer software or solar sensors to control brightness for nighttime viewing and 

variations in daytime ambient light. 
b. Include systems and monitoring to either turn the display off, show "full black" on the display, or 

include a default mechanism that freezes the sign in one position if a malfunction occurs. 
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c. Be designed so that a catastrophic power surge will cause the sign to go dark or to deploy the maximum 
brightness limitations. 

d. Automatically adjust the intensity of its display according to natural ambient light conditions. 
6. Owner Responsibilities. The sign owner must provide the Zoning Administrator the phone number and email 

address of the property owner and a person who is available to be contacted at any time and who is able to 
turn off the electronic sign promptly after a malfunction occurs. 

7. Maintenance. The sign owner must repair or replace light modules on digital signs within 30 days after they 
become broken, burned-out, or substantially dimmed. 

D. External Illumination.  All fixtures used for the external illumination of signs must be shielded and must direct 
lighting only to the sign face and not to any surrounding surface. 

8.09 Sign Permits and Administration 
  

A. Sign Permits. If section 8.04, 8.05, or 8.06 requires a Sign Permit, the sign must not be erected without obtaining 
a Sign Permit pursuant to Section 11.05. 

B. Removal of Signs. 
1. If a sign becomes structurally unsafe or endangers the safety of a Structure or premise or the public, or is 

erected or maintained in Violation of this Zoning Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator will order that such 
sign be made safe or comply with this Chapter, as the case may be, or be removed. 

2. The Zoning Administrator will send the order by registered mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of 
the land on which the sign is located and the violator who is responsible for the sign. 

3. Within 5 business days of the receipt or refusal of the order, the owner or violator must correct the sign based 
on the Zoning Administrator's order. 

4. The Zoning Administrator may grant 1 extension, not to exceed 10 business days, based on written 
justification for the need of an extension. 

5. Failure to comply with the order is grounds for the Zoning Administrator to issue a civil summons pursuant to 
Section 11.14.D and to take other appropriate actions to have the sign removed. 

C. Sign Development Plan.  An applicant may request a Sign Development Plan pursuant to Section 11.11.03 for 
signs that have an unusual design or artistic features that require an alternative to the dimensional or design 
regulations of this Chapter. 

D. Original Art Displays and Murals 

1. Sign Permit Required. An original art display or mural requires a Sign Permit. If the original art display or mural 
is located in a Historic Overlay District, a Certificate of Appropriateness—Administrative for Minor Actions 
(CAPA) is also required (see section 11.13). 

2. Initiation. In addition to the materials required for a Sign Permit, a Sign Permit application for an original art 
display or mural shall include: 

a. Site plan, aerial view, or diagram showing the lot and building dimensions, and indicating the proposed 
location of the original art display or mural. 

b. Scale drawing or color photo of the building showing the proposed size and placement of the original 
art display or mural. 

c. Colored drawings of the proposed original art display or mural. 
d. Commission value of the work. 
e. Materials to be used. 
f. Life expectancy and maintenance plan. 
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3. Art Advisory Committee Review. After a complete sign permit application for a mural is submitted, the Zoning 
Administrator shall refer the application to the Art Advisory Commission for its review. The Art Advisory 
Commission shall review the application and submit its recommendations to the Zoning Administrator within 
30 days after the sign permit application is received. If this recommendation is not timely submitted, the 
Zoning Administrator shall process the application without the Art Advisory Commission recommendation. 

4. Standards for Approval.  For original art displays, see Section 8.04.  For murals, see Section 8.05. 

8.10 Sign Measurements 
  

A. Generally.   
1. The sign area is within a continuous perimeter enclosing the limits of a sign. 
2. The sign area includes any frame or other material or color that forms an integral part of the display or is used 

to differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed, but excluding the structural supports 
or uprights on which the sign is placed. 

B. Freestanding Signs. 
1. Area.  The area of a freestanding sign is determined by: 

a. A rectangle enclosing the sign face, including background elements but not including any poles 
supporting the sign, for a pole sign.  

b. A rectangle enclosing the area of the sign face and structure for a ground sign. 
c. The sign area includes both the sign face and the background structure. 
d. Where lettering appears back-to-back (i.e., on opposite sides of a sign), only one display face is counted 

in the sign area. 
2. Volume.  The volume of signs with three-dimensional, spherical, free-form, sculptural or other nonplanar 

areas (e.g., original art displays) is determined by calculating the volume of the smallest cube that will 
encompass the sign structure, and multiplying the result by fifty percent (50%).   [Note: The purpose of the 
50% adjustment factor is to accommodate embellishments and irregular surfaces.] The equation for 
calculating the volume of a cube is: 

V = W x L x H, where 

V = volume 

L = the cube's length 

W = the cube's width [note: either side may be designated as the length or width, as this will not 
change the result] 

H = the cube's height, measured from the finished grade 

C. Height. The height of a sign must be computed as the linear measurement from the base of the sign at normal 
grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign. If the land is uneven at the base of the sign, the 
elevation at the halfway point (middle) of the sign at the base must be used. Normal grade is the lower of (1) the 
existing grade prior to construction, or (2) the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, 
berming, mounding, or excavating for the purpose of locating the sign. 
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Figure 8.10-1 Freestanding Sign Measurements  

 

D. Attached Signs. 
1. The building façade area is equal to the entire area of an exterior wall of a building within a continuous 

perimeter (depicted with a dashed line) and includes windows and doors. 
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Figure 8.10-2 Building Facade Measurements  

  

2. Linear Foot (LF) is equal to the length of a wall of a building that physically encloses usable interior space. LF 
is measured at a height not greater than 10 feet above grade. In this example, the LF of Units 1 and 3 is 30 
feet, the LF of Unit 2 is 60 feet, and all lengths have been measured at 7.5 feet above grade (depicted with a 
dashed line). 
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Figure 8.10-3 Linear Foot Measurements  

  

E. Irregular Shaped Signs. The area of an irregular shaped sign is determined by the "rule of 8."  Meaning the area 
of the sign is determined by the area of the shape created by outlining the sign with a maximum of 8 connecting 
lines.  The area is the area of two rectangles formed by 8 connecting lines. 
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Figure 8.10-4 Irregular Shaped Sign Measurements 
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CHAPTER 8: SIGNS 
  
Contents: 

 8.01 Application of Sign Regulations 

 8.02 General Sign Requirements 

 8.03 Prohibited Signs 

 8.04 Freestanding Signs 

 8.05 Attached Signs 

 8.06 Incidental Signs 

 8.07 Historic Signs 

 8.08 Illuminated and Digital Signs 

 8.09 Sign Permits and Administration 

 8.10 Sign Measurements 

8.01 Application of Sign Regulations 
  

Purpose: The visual environment has an effect on, and is an important element of, safeguarding life, health, and property, 
and preserving the natural beauty, historic and cultural attributes, unique character, and attractiveness of communities. 
Careful control of signs can protect the general welfare, safety of individuals, and property values, support economic vitality 
and viability, and enhance Loudoun’s communities overall. This section, therefore, establishes well-designed signs that 
contribute in positive ways to Loudoun County’s visual environment while expressing local character and helping to develop 
a distinctive image of the County. This Chapter establishes standards for the physical type, number, physical 
dimensions, location, design, construction, installation, display, and safety of signs to accomplish the following purposes:  

• Protect the right to freedom of expression.  

• Ensure the compatibility of signs with land uses. 

• Promote orderly, attractive, and effective signs. 

• Treat similar types of signs consistently. 

• Minimize competing demands for visual attention to graphic messages or displays by preventing and reducing visual 
clutter to help people find a location without difficulty or confusion. 

• Allow for identification of addresses, places of business, and communities to promote public safety and identification 
by public safety and emergency personnel, residents, employees, consumers, and visitors to the County. 

• Ensure that signs are accessory components of an overall composition of architectural elements and do not become 
dominant architectural elements by themselves. Ensure that signs are subordinate to the Structures and land use 
functions on the site. 

• Determine placement consistent with traffic safety by reducing traffic hazards caused by distractions to motorists 
and impairment of sight lines. 

• Protect property values by facilitating harmony between residential and commercial uses.  

• Incorporate new technologies for sign design and display where consistent with their context and the County's long-
range planning policies. 

• Complement the character of the General Plan policy areas and zoning districts. 

Attachment 2
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• Preserve the residential character of residential neighborhoods. 

• Reduce administrative burdens. 

• Avoid the creation of nonconformities. 

• Facilitate the implementation of the General Plan's policy areas and place types. 

• Preserve, protect, and promote the public health, safety and general welfare.  

Findings: The County finds that the type, dimensions, setbacks, and physical design of signs permitted by this Chapter 
protect its interests in traffic safety, community character, and design, while allowing for adequate visibility, legibility, and 
pedestrian or motorist recognition and comprehension. The County finds and determines that the standards set out in this 
Chapter were developed after a public process in which the design and dimensional standards were tested against industry 
criteria, past experience in administering sign standards, and community input as to the appropriate characteristics of 
signs in the County’s various neighborhoods and business areas. 

A. Title. This Chapter is known and may be cited as the “Loudoun County Sign Regulations” or “Sign Regulations.” 

B. Applicability 

1. Generally. This Chapter regulates the type, dimensions, design, and other characteristics of signs throughout 
the County.  This Chapter applies to any sign within the County's zoning jurisdiction. 

2. Exemption.  This section does not apply to government signs. Examples of government signs include, but are 
not limited to, traffic signs, directional signs, and historical markers. 

C. Content Neutral. This Chapter regulates only the sign structure and physical parameters and not the sign’s 
content.  Despite any other provision of this Chapter, no sign is subject to any limitation based on the content of 
its message.  

D. Allocation Standards. This Chapter allocates signs by number and area to lots and structures. This system provides 
flexibility for persons and entities who display signs, avoids sign distinctions that depend on a sign’s message, and 
minimizes potential traffic hazards and clutter. Because this Chapter does not regulate sign content, applicants 
and property owners may allocate signs by message type (for example, onsite advertising, directional, and opinion 
messages) in any manner within the sign quantity and area limits established in this Chapter. 

1. Sections 8.04 through 8.06 establish standards and overall allowances for signs by number and area for 3 
major sign categories: 

a. Freestanding signs (Section 8.04) 

b. Attached signs (Section 8.05) 

c. Incidental signs (Section 8.06) 

2. Sections 8.04 through 8.06 include tables that establish the standards for individual sign types, including: 

a. Whether the sign type is permitted in the designated zoning districts. 

b. Whether a Sign Permit is required. 

c. The maximum permitted number of signs of the designated category on the property, which may be 
based on factors such as: 

1. Number per street frontage 

2. Number per occupant (such as a business,  institution, or other entity occupying a multitenant 
building) that has its own ground floor entryway or storefront 

3. Number entry (for example, per single-tenant building or multi-tenant building with a single entry) 

4. The total number of that sign type on a single lot or parcel 

d. Maximum sign dimensions, which may include, but are not limited to: 
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1. Sign area 

2. Height 

3. Location 

4. Property line setback 

5. Spacing in relation to other signs 

e. Design characteristics, including whether the following design features are allowed or required: 

1. Digital 

2. Illumination, internal 

3. Illumination, external 

4. Illumination, halo lit 

5. Channel letters 

6. Changeable copy 

7. Animation 

E. Categories. Sections 8.04, 8.05, and 8.06 regulate sign characteristics by common zoning districts. The County 
regulates use, setbacks, building dimensions, and site and building design by zoning districts, which implement 
the policy areas and place types established by the General Plan. The zoning districts have common characteristics 
and are collapsed into common categories for purposes of applying this Chapter’s sign regulations. These zoning 
districts are categorized for purposes of this Chapter as follows: 

1. Urban/Mixed Use: Planned Development-Transit Related Center (PD-TRC), Planned Development-Town 
Center (PD-TC), and Legacy District: Planned Development – Mixed Use Business (PD-MUB). 

2. Neighborhood: Suburban Neighborhood – 4 (SN-4), Suburban Neighborhood – 6 (SN-6), Suburban Compact 
Neighborhood – 8 (SCN-8), Suburban Compact Neighborhood – 16 (SCN-16), Suburban Compact 
Neighborhood – 24 (SCN-24), Transitional Residential – 1 (TR-1), Transitional Residential – 3 (TR-3), 
Transitional Residential – 10 (TR-10), Transition Small Lot Neighborhood (TSN), Transition Compact 
Neighborhood (TCN), Joint Land Management Area Neighborhood (JLMA-1), Joint Land Management Area 
Neighborhood (JLMA-2), Joint Land Management Area Neighborhood (JLMA-3), and Legacy Districts: Single 
Family Residential – 1 (R-1), Single Family Residential – 2 (R-2), Single Family Residential – 3 (R-3), Single 
Family Residential – 4 (R-4), Single Family Residential – 8 (R-8), Townhouse/Multifamily Residential –16 R-16), 
Multifamily Residential – 24 (R-24), Transitional Residential – 2 (TR-2), Planned Development – Active 
Adult/Age Restricted, Joint Land Management Area – 20 (JLMA-20), and Planned Development – Housing (PD-
H). 

3. Commercial: Planned Development-Commercial Center (Neighborhood Center) (PD-CC(NC)), Planned 
Development-Commercial Center (Commercial Center) (PD-CC(CC)), Transition Community Center (TCC), and 
Legacy Districts: Planned Development – Commercial Center – Regional Center (PD-CC(RC)), and Planned 
Development – Commercial Center – Small Regional Center (PD-CC(SC)). 

4. Employment/Industrial: Urban Employment (UE), Planned Development-Office Park (PD-OP), Planned 
Development-Industrial Park (PD-IP), Planned Development-General Industry (PD-GI), Mineral Resource-
Heavy Industry (MR-HI) ) and Legacy Districts: Planned Development – Research and Development Park (PD-
RDP), Planned Development – Special Activities (PD-SA), Commercial/Light Industry (CLI), and General 
Business (GB). 

5. Rural: Agricultural Rural – 1  (AR-1), Agricultural Rural – 2 (AR-2), and Legacy Districts: Agricultural – 10 (A-
10), Agricultural/Residential – 3 (A-3), Countryside Residential – 1 (CR-1), Countryside Residential – 2 (CR-2), 
Countryside Residential – 3 (CR-3), Countryside Residential – 4 (CR-4), and Planned Development – Rural 
Village (PD-RV), and Rural Commercial (RC).  In the Rural districts: 

a. "Residential" means a lot where the principal use is a dwelling unit. 
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b. "Nonresidential" (or "NR") means any lot that is not designated as "Residential," including any farm 
that includes a dwelling unit.  

c. "Village" means any lot zoned PD-RV. 

8.02  General Sign Requirements 
  

A. Signs Permitted. Only signs listed in Sections 8.04, 8.05, 8.06, 8.07 and 8.08 are permitted. Those signs are subject 
to any regulations specifically set forth for each category and to all other regulations in this Chapter. No other 
signs are permitted. 

B. Sign Requirements. Sections 8.04, 8.05, 8.06, 8.07, and 8.08  regulate the following: 1) total aggregate sign area; 
2) maximum number of signs; 3) maximum area of any one sign (with special provisions for ground mounted signs 
and ground mounted background structures); 4) illumination permitted; 5) minimum setback from road right-of-
way; 6) maximum height; 7) sign type permitted; and 8) other additional requirements. 

C. Signs in PD Districts. Signs in a Planned Development District (PD) are subject to the approved PD Master Plan or 
any applicable amendments. 

D. Sign Permits and Sign Development Plans. Signs that are subject to an approved Sign Permit or Sign Development 
Plan are subject to the terms of the applicable Sign Permit or Sign Development Plan. 

E. Safety.  Signs must be properly secured and not impede visibility at intersections pursuant to 7.07.04. 

F. Nonconforming Signs and Removal. Any sign lawfully in existence at the time of the effective date of this Zoning 
Ordinance may be maintained although it does not conform with the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance, except 
that any such nonconforming sign, which was required to be removed under a prior Zoning Ordinance, must be 
removed. See Chapter 10 for additional requirements and allowances for nonconformities.  

8.03 Prohibited Signs 
  

Signs with any of the following characteristics are prohibited: 

A. Signs Not Enumerated. Any sign not specifically permitted by this Chapter. 

B. Off-Premise Signs. Any sign not located on the property or structure to which it directs attention or to which it is 
appurtenant, except (a) any sign erected or maintained by or under the supervision of the county or other 
governmental authority or the Virginia Department of Transportation, and (b) any other off-premise sign that is 
specifically provided for in this Chapter. 

C. Neon/Lighted Outlines. Outlines of any building or sign with exposed neon illumination or other permanent lights, 
except as specifically permitted with the approval of a Sign Development Plan. 

D. Snipe Signs.  Signs fastened, placed, painted, pasted, or attached in any way to, in, or upon any tree, fence, public 
utility pole, rock, curbstone, sidewalk, lamp post, hydrant, bridge, highway marker, publicly owned art within the 
public right-of-way, or another sign, except as required by law. 

E. Glare. Illuminated signs that reflect or cast glare, directly or indirectly, on any public roadway or adjacent 
property. 

F. Attention-Getting Devices. Balloons, banners, pennants, feather signs, or inflated devices, unless otherwise 
permitted by this Chapter. 

G. Traffic Hazards. No sign may be located or illuminated, or mimic traffic control signs. No sign may create a traffic 
hazard or obstruction for motorists, bicyclists, or pedestrians. The Zoning Administrator may find that the location, 
lighting, or design of a sign could cause a traffic hazard or obstruction. 

8.04 Freestanding Signs 
  

A. Applicability.  This section applies to freestanding signs, which include the following sign types: 
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1. Ground signs.  Pylon signs are subject to the same standards as ground signs.  

2. Pole signs. 

3. Sidewalk signs. 

B. Ground Signs.   

1. Ground signs must comply with Table 8.04-1 below. 

2. Ground signs must include a landscaped base with a minimum depth of 3 feet on all sides (see Figure 1). The 
applicant must maintain the landscaped base. 

 Figure 8.04-1 Ground Signs 

  

  

Table 8.04-1 Ground Signs   

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 

Non-
Residential 

Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 

Village Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 
Urban/Mixed 

Use 

1 Allowed? Y N Y NR Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 

3 Number allowed (all 
ground and pole signs) 

Lot < 5 acres: 1 
Lot > 5 acres: 2 

-- 4 2 4 3 2 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-
all ground and pole 
signs) 

N/A -- Lot > 5 
acres: 

60100 sf 

20 sf 120 sf 100 sf 120 sf 

Inserted Cells

Inserted Cells

Inserted Cells

Inserted Cells

Inserted Cells

Inserted Cells
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Table 8.04-1 Ground Signs   

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 

Non-
Residential 

Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 

Village Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 
Urban/Mixed 

Use 

5 Individual sign area 
(max) 

 --  Lot < 5 acres: 20 
sf 

Lot > 5 acres: 
4515 sf 

1560 sf 45100 sf 60 sf 45 sf 

 - Arterial frontage 100 sf -- 100 sf     

 - Collector frontage 40 sf -- 45 sf     

 - Local frontage 15 sf -- 20 sf     

6 Height (ft, max) 4'12' --  8' 15' 8' 8' 

Location 

7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' -- 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 

8 Spacing from other 
signs (ft, min) 

N/A -- N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Design 

9 Digital (max. percent of 
sign area or 30 sf, 
whichever is greater) 

N -- N 40%N 4070% 4050% 100% 

10 Backlight N -- N Y Y Y Y 

11 Illumination, External Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 

12 Illumination, Halo Lit N -- N N N N Y 

13 Channel Letters Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 

14 Animated N N-- N N N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.   
Street Categories are as designated in the Countywide Transportation Plan, as follows: Arterial = Principal Arterial – Freeway (Level 2), Principal Arterial – Non-
Freeway / Other (Level 3), or Minor Arterial (Level 4); Collector = Major Collector (Level 5) or Minor Collector (Level 6); Local = Neighborhood Collector (Level 7), 
Local Secondary Road (Level 8) 

C. Pole Signs.  Pole signs must comply with Table 8.04-2 below. 
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 Figure 8.04-2 Pole Signs 

  

 

Table 8.04-2 Pole Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 

Non-
Residential 

Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 

Village Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 
Urban/Mixed 

Use 

1 Allowed? Y N Y NR Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 

3 Number allowed (all 
ground and pole signs) 

Lot < 5 acres: 1 
Lot > 5 acres: 2 

-- 4 2 4 3 2 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-
all ground and pole 
signs) 

N/A -- Lot > 5 
acres: 

60100 sf 

20 sf 120 sf 100 sf 120 sf 

5 

Individual sign area 
(max) 

 --  Lot < 5 
acres: 20 sf 

Lot > 5 
acres: 4510 

sf 

10 
sf 

20 sf 30 sf 20 sf 

 - Arterial frontage 75 sf -- 75 sf     

 - Collector frontage 30 sf -- 30 sf     

 - Local frontage 15 sf -- 15 sf     

6 Height (ft, max) 5' -- 5' 5' 15' 8' 8' 

Location 

7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' -- 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 
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Table 8.04-2 Pole Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 

Non-
Residential 

Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 

Village Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 
Urban/Mixed 

Use 

8 Spacing from other 
signs (ft, min) 

N/A -- N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Design 

9 Digital (max. percent of 
sign area or 30 sf, 
whichever is greater) 

N -- N N N N N 

10 Backlight N -- N Y Y Y Y 

11 Illumination, External Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 

12 Illumination, Halo Lit N -- N N N N N 

13 Channel Letters Y -- Y Y Y Y Y 

14 Animated N -- N N N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, see 
Section 8.01. 

D. Sidewalk Signs. Sidewalk signs must comply with Table 8.04-3.  In addition, sidewalk signs must be located on the 
sidewalk in front of and within 20 linear feet of a building entrance for the tenant space. The sidewalk sign's 
placement must leave at least a 4-foot-wide unobstructed space for pedestrians on the sidewalk in front of the 
tenant space. 

Figure 8.04-3 Sidewalk SigsSigns  
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Table 8.04-3 Sidewalk Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 

1 Allowed? NVillage only N Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? N/AY N/A Y Y Y 

3 
Number allowed 

N/A1 per building 
entry 

N/A 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-all 
ground signs) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5 Individual sign area (max) N/A6 sf N/A 6 sf 6 sf 6 sf 

6 Height (ft, max) N/A3' N/A 3' 3' 3' 

Design 

7 Digital (max. percent of sign 
area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N/A N/A N N N 

8 Backlight N/A N/A N N N 

9 Illumination, External N/A N/A N N N 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N/A N/A N N N 

11 Channel Letters N/A N/A N N N 

12 Animated N/A N/A N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk. 

E. Entry Signs. Entry signs are permitted to be located along a vehicle entry from a collector or arterial road 
designated on the Countywide Transportation Plan, and must be designed as ground signs.  Entry signs do not 
count toward the number or area allocation for freestanding signs in Tables 8.04-1 or 8.04-2 above.  Entry signs 
must comply with Table 8.04-4 below. 
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 Figure 8.04-4 Entry Signs 

[IMAGES TBA]

 
 

Table 8.04-4 Entry Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural / /Neighborhood 

Commercial, Employment/ 
Industrial, Urban/Mixed Use 

1 Allowed? Y (Subdivision Entry Sign) Y (Development Entry Sign) 

2 Permit required? Y Y 

3 Number allowed (all ground and pole signs) 1 per entry* 1 per entry 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-all ground and pole signs) n/a n/a 

5 Individual sign area (max) 80 sf* Projects < 10 acres:  50 sf 
Projects > 10 and < 40 acres: 60 sf  

Projects > 40 acres: 75 sf  

6 Height (ft, max) 5' 10' 

Location 

7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 10' 10' 

8 Spacing from other signs (ft, min) N/A N/A 

Design 

9 Digital (max. percent of sign area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N 4070% 

10 Backlight N* Y 

11 Illumination, External Y Y 

12 Illumination, Halo Lit N Y 

13 Channel Letters Y Y 

14 Animated N N 
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Table 8.04-4 Entry Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural / /Neighborhood 

Commercial, Employment/ 
Industrial, Urban/Mixed Use 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  An "entry" means a vehicle entry from a collector or arterial road designated on the Countywide Transportation Plan 
* For PD-H and PD-AAAR, 2 subdivision entry signs are allowed per entry, with a maximum individual sign area of 120 sf, minimum 1000 feet between signs on 
same side of road or at intersection, and may include backlight. 

F. Original Art Display.  An Original Art Display must comply with Table 8.04-5.  Original art displays do not count 
against the maximum cumulative sign area or maximum area for any category of sign.  See Section 8.09.D for sign 
permit requirements for original art displays. 

 Figure 8.04-5 Original Art Display 

[IMAGE TBA]

 
 

Table 8.04-1 Original Art Display    

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 

1 Allowed? NR / Village NR Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y 

3 Number allowed (all ground 
and pole signs) 

1 1 2 2 2 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-all 
original art displays) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
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Table 8.04-1 Original Art Display    

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 

5 Individual sign areavolume 
(max*), cubic feet [cf]*) 

20 sf1,500  cf 10 sf1,000 cf 20 sf4,000 cf 30 sf4,000 cf 20 sf5,000 cf 

6 Height (ft, max) 4'11' 8'9' 15'18' 8'18' 8'24' 

Location 

7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' 5' 5' 5' 5' 

8 Spacing from other 
signs (ft, min) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Design 

9 Digital (max. percent of sign 
area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N N N N N 

10 Backlight N N N N N 

11 Illumination, External N N Y Y Y 

12 Illumination, Halo Lit N N N N Y 

13 Channel Letters Y Y Y Y Y 

14 Animated N N N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01. 
* maximum area is measured as any rectangular plane from the lowest to the highest point of the structure, and extending to the furthest horizontal edges of the 
structure. 

8.05 Attached Signs 
  

A. Applicability. This section applies to attached signs, which include the following sign types: 

1. Wall Signs    

2. Window Signs 

3. Murals 

B. Wall Signs. Wall Signs must comply with Table 8.05-1 below.   
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Figure 8.05-1 Wall Signs  

  

 

Table 8.05-1 Wall Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 

Village Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 
Urban/Mixed 

Use 

1 Allowed? Y Y Y Y NR Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3 Number allowed Per lot: 
Lot < 5 

acres: 12 
Lot > 5 
acres: 3 

2 24 per 
building 
+ 1 per 
building 

entry 

2 per 
building 

2 per 
building 

4 per building + 1 
per building entry 

4 per building 4 + 1 per building 
entry 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (all 
wall signs, per building) 

Lot > 5 
acres: 60 sf 

4 sf 20% per 
Façade 

4 sf 20 sf 20% per Façade 20% per Facade 20% per Facade 

5 Individual sign area 
(max) 

Lot < 5 
acres: 10 sf 

Lot > 5 
acres: 20 sf 

4 sf 1% of 
building 
Facade, 

up to 
120 sf 

4 sf 10 sf 1% of building 
Facade, up to 200 

sf 

0.5% of building 
Facade, up to 100 

sf 

1% of building 
Facade, up to 200 

sf 

6 Height (ft, max) A wall sign must not extend above or beyond the perimeter of the wall or Facade to which it is attached.   

Design 

7 Digital (max. percent of 
sign area or 30 sf, 
whichever is greater) 

N N N 40%N 40%N 4070% 50% 100% 

8 Backlight N N N N Y Y Y Y 

9 Illumination, External Y N Y N Y Y Y Y 
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Table 8.05-1 Wall Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural: 
Non-

Residential 
Rural: 

Residential 

Rural: 

Village Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 
Urban/Mixed 

Use 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit Y N Y N N Y Y Y 

11 Channel Letters N Y N Y Y Y Y Y 

12 Animated N N N N N N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesYs = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for non-residential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 7.01.   "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk.  For purposes of this subsection, "facade" 
does not include any rooftop Structure as defined by the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (such as an enclosed mechanical room). 

C. Window Signs.   

1. Window Signs are allowed in addition to Wall Signs. 

2. For multistory buildings, Window Signs may be located on the first story of the building or street level. 
Window Signs are not permitted on the second building story or above.    

3. Window Signs must comply with Table 8.05-2. 

 Figure 8.05-2 Window Signs 

  

 

Table 8.05-2 Window Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 

1 Allowed? Y Y Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y 
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Table 8.05-2 Window Signs     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 

3 
Number allowed 

3 3 4 per building 
Façade or 4 per 
tenant space* 

4 per building 
Façade or 4 per 
tenant space* 

4 per building 
Façade or 4 per 
tenant space* 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-all 
ground signs) 

N/A N/A Lesser of 25% of the total square footage of window area or 10 sf 

5 Individual sign area (max) 1.5 sf 1.5 sf N/A N/A N/A 

6 Height (ft, max) N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Design 

7 Digital (max. percent of sign 
area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N N N N 40100% 

8 Backlight N N Y N Y 

9 Illumination, External N N Y N Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N N Y N Y 

11 Channel Letters N N Y Y Y 

12 Animated N N N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, see 
Section 7.01. *"Tenant space" means a building space occupied by a tenant or owner, and that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk.  

D. Murals.  Murals must comply with Table 8.05-3.  The number and area of murals is counted toward the maximum 
number and area of wall signs (see subsection A above).  This restriction does not apply to the PD-TC, UE, , PD-OP, 
PD-RDP, PD-IP, PD-GI, and MR-HI, and PD-RDP, I Zoning Districts. 

1. Location. 

a. Murals are not permitted on the front building wall. The "front building wall" is a building elevation 
that faces the adjacent street right-of-way and is the primary entrance. Buildings located on a block 
corner with the primary entrance located diagonally at the building corner to both intersecting streets 
has 2 primary front building walls.  This restriction does not apply to barns in the Rural districts or to 
data centers. 

b. Additional Mural Facing Side or Rear Parking Lot. Lots with parking to the side or rear of a building are 
allowed one mural facing the parking lot, if at least 50 percent of the required parking for the 
establishment is located to the side or rear of the building and an entrance to the establishment faces 
the parking lot. The area of the secondary signs placed on the primary wall is calculated using the linear 
footage of the secondary walls and transferred to the primary building wall. 

2. Text.   

a. Murals may include words, text, logos, emblems, trademarks or numbers (hereinafter "text") within 
the depiction that do not exceed the following cumulative area, whichever is less: 

1. 20% of the total size of the depiction, up to the maximum allowable wall sign area, or 

2. 5% of the surface area of the wall to which it is attached or painted. 

b. The Zoning Administrator may approve additional words, text, logos, emblems, trademarks or 
numbers upon finding that it is an artistic element that is integral to the mural. In making this 
determination, the Zoning Administrator shall consider the form, proportion, scale, color, materials, 
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surface treatment, overall mural size, and the size and style of lettering. The Zoning Administrator 
must not consider the message that the text conveyed. In making this determination, the Zoning 
Administrator may refer the Sign Permit application to the Loudoun Arts Council for its 
recommendation. 

3. Attachment. Murals may be applied directly to a wall, or attached to a frame or substrate that is attached to 
a wall. Murals that extend beyond or project above the vertical or horizontal line of any wall onto which the 
mural is painted or affixed must be attached so as to not create a safety hazard to the public. 

4. Sign Permits for Murals.  See Section 8.09.D for sign permit requirements for murals. 

a.   

b. Sign Permit Required.  A mural requires a Sign Permit. If the mural is located in a Historic Overlay 
District, a Certificate of Appropriateness—Administrative for Minor Actions (CAPA) is also required (see 
section 11.13). 

c. Initiation. In addition to the materials required for a Sign Permit, a Sign Permit application for a mural 
shall include: 

1. Site plan, aerial view, or diagram showing the lot and building dimensions, and indicating the 
proposed location of the mural. 

2. Scale drawing or color photo of the building showing the proposed size and placement of the 
mural. 

3. Colored drawings of the proposed mural. 

4. Commission value of the work. 

5. Materials to be used. 

6. Life expectancy and maintenance plan. 

d. After a complete sign permit application for a mural is submitted, the Zoning Administrator shall refer 
the application to the Art Advisory Commission for its review. The Art Advisory Commission shall review 
the application and submit its recommendations to the Zoning Administrator within 30 days after the 
sign permit application is received. If this recommendation is not timely submitted, the Zoning 
Administrator shall process the application without the Art Advisory Commission recommendation. 

5. Standards for Approval. The Zoning Administrator must consider whether a Sign Permit meets the following 
standards for approval: 

a. The mural's components, including its Structure and construction materials: 

1. Are securely attached to the building or Structure to which it is applied. 

2. Incorporate paint, evolving paint and vinyl printing technologies, or other artistic mediums such 
as tile or mosaic. 

b. The mural is not applied to any surface that was unlawfully established. 

c. The mural is not installed in a location that conflicts with the setback requirements of the zoning district 
in which it is located. 

d. The mural is not above a height that is or would be nonconforming to current building height 
limitations. 

e. The mural is designed and constructed under the supervision of an artist who has demonstrated murals 
expertise. 

6. Sign Allowance.  Murals do not count against the maximum cumulative sign area or maximum area for any 
category of sign. 
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Table 8.05-3 Murals     

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial Urban/Mixed Use 

1 Allowed? YNR / Village Y NR Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? Y Y Y Y Y Y 

3 Number allowed Per lot: 
Lot < 5 acres: 1 
Lot > 5 acres: 2 

1 per 
building 

1 per 
building 

1 per building 1 per building 1 per building entry 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

5 Individual sign area (max) Lot < 5 acres: 10 
Residential uses: 0 sf 

Lot > 5 acres: 
20Non-residential 

uses (including 
farms):  

50 sf 

416 sf 10100 sf 1% of building35% 
per Façade, up to 

200350 sf 

0.535% of building 
Façade, up to 

100350 sf 

140% of building 
Façade, up to 

200500 sf 

 - SM, UE, SE, SI, TLI, TI, 
JLMA-LE and JLMA-LMI 
districts TRC, UE, TC, OP, IP, 
GI, MR-HI, PD-RDP, CLI, GB, 
PD-SA, PD-MUB 

N/A    545% of building 
Facade 

545% of building 
Facade 

6 Height (ft, max) A mural must not extend above or beyond the perimeter of the wall or Facade to which it is attached.   

Design 

7 Digital N N N N N N 

8 Backlight N N Y Y Y Y 

9 Illumination, External Y Y Y Y Y Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit Y N N Y Y Y 

11 Channel Letters N Y Y Y Y Y 

12 Animated N N N N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 7.01.   "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk.  For purposes of this subsection, "facade" 
does not include any rooftop Structure as defined by the Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code (such as an enclosed mechanical room). 

8.06 Incidental Signs 
  

A. Applicability. This section applies to Incidental Signs, which include the following sign types: 

1. Lamp Post Banners 

2. De Minimis Signs 

3. Temporary Signs 

4. Incidental Signs, generally 

B. Lamp Post Banners. Lamp Post Banners must comply with Table 8.06-1 below. Lamp Post Banners are not 
permitted in Rural and Neighborhood Zoning District Categories.  
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Table 8.06-1 Lamp Post Banners     

Standard/Requirement 
Rural (Village), Commercial, Employment/Industrial, and  

Urban/Mixed Use Zoning District Categories 

1 Allowed? Y 

2 Permit required? Y 

3 Number allowed 1 per lamp post 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-all lamp post banners on property) N/A 

5 Individual sign area (max) 8 sf 

6 Height (ft, max) No point of the banner can extend higher than 15' above grade. 

7 ROW Setback (ft, min) N/A 

8 Spacing from other signs (ft, min) N/A 

Design 

9 Backlight N 

10 Illumination, External N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01. 

C. De Minimis Signs.  De minimis signs must comply with Table 8.06-2 below. 

Table 8.06-2 De Minimis Signs     

Standard/Requirement Any Zoning District Categories 

1 Allowed? Y 

2 Permit required? N 

3 Number allowed N/A 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-all de minumis signs} 2 sf per building or 2 sf per tenant in a multi-tenant building 

5 Individual sign area (max) 1 sf 

6 Height (ft, max) N/A 

Design 

7 Digital  Y (100%) 

8 Backlight Y 

9 Illumination, External Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit Y 

11 Channel Letters Y 

12 Animated N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01. 

D. Temporary Signs.  Temporary Signs must comply with Table 8.06-3. 

1. Sign Permits for Temporary Signs are limited to 120 calendar days within a 12 month period. 

a. The Sign Permit Application must include the dates of sign display, which do not have to be 
consecutive. 

b. Signs must be removed prior to Sign Permit expiration.   
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c. The Zoning Administrator may grant extensions to a Sign Permit for a Temporary Sign based on written 
justification for the need of an extension.  

Table 8.06-3 Temporary Signs 

Standard/Requirement  Any Zoning District Categories 

1 Allowed? Y 

2 Permit required? Y 

3 Number allowed N/A 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative area (max-all temporary signs) N/A 

5 Individual sign area (max) 32 sf 

6 Height (ft, max) 8' 

Location 

7 ROW Setback (ft, min) 5' 

8 Spacing from other signs (ft, min) 20' 

Design 

7 Digital (max. percent of sign area or 30 sf, whichever is greater) N 

8 Backlight N 

9 Illumination, External N 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N 

11 Channel Letters N 

12 Animated N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  

E. Incidental Signs, Generally. Incidental Signs must comply with Table 8.06-4 below.  

1. Incidental signs may be freestanding or attached, subject to any restrictions established by Table 8.04-4. 

2. The number and area of Incidental Signs described in Table 8.04-4 is the net of any Temporary Signs on the 
property.  For example, if a residential lot has 4 temporary signs that are 2 square feet each (8 square feet 
cumulative), then 2 additional Incidental Signs that are 12 square feet each (24 square feet cumulative) are 
allowed for a cumulative total of 32 square feet of Incidental Signs.  

Table 8.06-4 Incidental Signs, Generally    

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 

Urban/ 

Mixed Use 

1 Allowed? Y Y Y Y Y 

2 Permit required? N N Y Y Y 

3 Number allowed 6 (≤ 2  attached) N/A 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 1 per building entry 

Dimensions 

4 Cumulative sign area (max-
all freestanding signs) 

32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 32 sf 

5 Individual sign area (max - 
attached only) 

2 sf 2 sf 2 sf 2 sf 2 sf 

6 Height (ft, max) 5' 5' 6' 6' 6' 

Design 
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Table 8.06-4 Incidental Signs, Generally    

Standard/Requirement 

Zoning District Categories 

Rural Neighborhood Commercial 
Employment/ 

Industrial 

Urban/ 

Mixed Use 

7 Digital (max. percent of sign 
area or 30 sf, whichever is 
greater) 

N N 4070% N 40100% 

8 Backlight N N Y N Y 

9 Illumination, External N N Y N Y 

10 Illumination, Halo Lit N N N N N 

11 Channel Letters Y Y Y Y Y 

12 Animated N N N N N 

Key to Table 6.04-1: YesY = the sign type or characteristic is permitted; NoN = the sign type or characteristic is not permitted; R = the sign type or characteristic is 
required; NR = the sign type is permitted for Nonresidential uses only; “N/A“ the standard does not apply; sf =s square feet; ' = feet. For zoning district categories, 
see Section 8.01.  "Building entry" means a building space that has a ground floor public entrance abutting a sidewalk. 

8.07 Historic Signs 
  

A. Applicability. Signs meeting the eligibility requirements of Section 8.07.B are permitted in accordance with Section 
8.07. 

B. Eligibility. To be eligible as a historic sign, the sign must be a historic resource. 

C. Effect of Eligibility. A historic sign is: 

1. Permitted to continue as a a legally established conforming sign. 

2. May exceed the area or height established by this Chapter and may include any design features otherwise 
prohibited by this Chapter.  

D. Alteration or Destruction.  

1. If a historic sign is damaged ,, it is permitted to be repaired in kind.  

2.  If a historic sign has been destroyed, it may be rebuilt in kind at the same location and up to the area and 
height of the original sign, and must replicate the design characteristics of the original sign in terms of color, 
materials, mounting, and similar features. 

a. Subject to the  approval of the Zoning Administrator, alternate comparable materials may be 
substituted in the reconstruction of the sign if: 

1. It is technically not feasible to replace the sign with the original material; and 

2. The proposed material replicates the dimensions, proportions, and appearance of the historic sign. 

3. If a historic sign is not repaired or replaced in kind pursuant to subsections E.1. or E.2, then the requirements 
of Chapter 8 apply. 

8.08 Illuminated and Digital Signs 
  

A. Applicability. This section applies to any illuminated sign. Types of illumination include: digital, backlight, external 
illumination, and halo lit.  Except as provided below, illuminated signs are subject to the standards in this 
section.  This section supersedes the standards in Section Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare), except as provided 
below. 

B. Generally.    

1. Brightness. 
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a. The intensity of the light source for an illuminated sign must not produce glare, the effect of which 
constitutes a traffic hazard or is otherwise detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare. 

b. Illuminated signs must not operate at brightnessare subject to the maximum illumination levels 
of Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare), and the highest point of the illuminated or digital sign face is 
limited to 25 feet. 

2. Hours of Operation.  See Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare) Hours of operation for illuminated an digital signs 
are limited to7:00 am and 11:00 p.m).  Signs located more than 0.3 foot-candles above ambient light as 
measured using250 feet from a foot candle (Lux) meter, measured at the property line.residential zoning 
district boundary may remain illuminated until 12:00 am (midnight). 

3. Color Temperature.  See Section 7.05.02 (Light and Glare). 

B.C. Digital Signs. Digital signs must comply with the following standards, and the applicant must demonstrate 
compliance with the following standards in the Sign Permit Application: 

1. Where Permitted. See Sections 8.04, 8.05 and 8.06. 

2. Hold Time. Each message on the sign must be displayed for at least 46 seconds duration. 

3. Message Transition. Digital signs must contain static messages changed only through dissolve or fade 
transitions and must not have movement or the appearance or optical illusion of movement during the static 
display period of any part of the sign. A static message must not include any flashing or the varying of light 
intensity, and the message must not scroll. The change of message using dissolve or fade transition must not 
exceed 1 second of time between each message displayed on the sign. 

4. Light Sensing Device. Each digital sign must have a light sensing device that will adjust the brightness as 
ambient light conditions change.  

5. Automatic Shutoff. A digital sign must: 

a. Have automatic dimmer software or solar sensors to control brightness for nighttime viewing and 
variations in daytime ambient light. 

b. Include systems and monitoring to either turn the display off, show "full black" on the display, or 
include a default mechanism that freezes the sign in one position if a malfunction occurs. 

c. Be designed so that a catastrophic power surge will cause the sign to go dark or to deploy the maximum 
brightness limitations. 

d. Automatically adjust the intensity of its display according to natural ambient light conditions. 

6. Owner Responsibilities. The sign owner must provide the Zoning Administrator the phone number and email 
address of the property owner and a person who is available to be contacted at any time and who is able to 
turn off the electronic sign promptly after a malfunction occurs. 

7. Maintenance. The sign owner must repair or replace light modules on digital signs within 30 days after they 
become broken, burned-out, or substantially dimmed. 

C.D. External Illumination.  All fixtures used for the external illumination of signs must be shielded and must direct 
lighting only to the sign face and not to any surrounding surface. 

8.09 Sign Permits and Administration 
  

A. Sign Permits. If section 8.04, 8.05, or 8.06 requires a Sign Permit, the sign must not be erected without obtaining 
a Sign Permit pursuant to Section 11.05. 

B. Removal of Signs. 

1. If a sign becomes structurally unsafe or endangers the safety of a Structure or premise or the public, or is 
erected or maintained in Violation of this Zoning Ordinance, the Zoning Administrator will order that such 
sign be made safe or comply with this Chapter, as the case may be, or be removed. 
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2. The Zoning Administrator will send the order by registered mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of 
the land on which the sign is located and the violator who is responsible for the sign. 

3. Within 5 business days of the receipt or refusal of the order, the owner or violator must correct the sign based 
on the Zoning Administrator's order. 

4. The Zoning Administrator may grant 1 extension, not to exceed 10 business days, based on written 
justification for the need of an extension. 

5. Failure to comply with the order is grounds for the Zoning Administrator to issue a civil summons pursuant to 
Section 11.14.D and to take other appropriate actions to have the sign removed. 

C. Sign Development Plan. 

D.C. Applicability.  An applicant may request a Sign Development Plan pursuant to Section 11.11.03 for signs that have 
an unusual design or artistic features that require an alternative to the dimensional or design regulations of this 
Chapter. 

D. Original Art Displays and Murals 

1. Sign Permit Required. An original art display or mural requires a Sign Permit. If the original art display or mural 
is located in a Historic Overlay District, a Certificate of Appropriateness—Administrative for Minor Actions 
(CAPA) is also required (see section 11.13). 

2. Initiation. In addition to the materials required for a Sign Permit, a Sign Permit application for an original art 
display or mural shall include: 

a. Site plan, aerial view, or diagram showing the lot and building dimensions, and indicating the proposed 
location of the original art display or mural. 

b. Scale drawing or color photo of the building showing the proposed size and placement of the original 
art display or mural. 

c. Colored drawings of the proposed original art display or mural. 

d. Commission value of the work. 

e. Materials to be used. 

f. Life expectancy and maintenance plan. 

3. Art Advisory Committee Review. After a complete sign permit application for a mural is submitted, the Zoning 
Administrator shall refer the application to the Art Advisory Commission for its review. The Art Advisory 
Commission shall review the application and submit its recommendations to the Zoning Administrator within 
30 days after the sign permit application is received. If this recommendation is not timely submitted, the 
Zoning Administrator shall process the application without the Art Advisory Commission recommendation. 

4. Standards for Approval.  For original art displays, see Section 8.04.  For murals, see Section 8.05. 

8.10 Sign Measurements 
  

A. Generally.   

1. The sign area is within a continuous perimeter enclosing the limits of a sign. 

2. The sign area includes any frame or other material or color that forms an integral part of the display or is used 
to differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed, but excluding the structural supports 
or uprights on which the sign is placed. 

B. Freestanding Signs. 

1. Area.  The area of a freestanding sign is determined by: 

a. A rectangle enclosing the sign face, including background elements but not including any poles 
supporting the sign, for a pole sign.  
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b. A rectangle enclosing the area of the sign face and structure for a ground sign. 

c. The sign area includes both the sign face and the background structure. 

d. Where lettering appears back-to-back (i.e., on opposite sides of a sign), only one display face is counted 
in the sign area. 

2. Volume.  The volume of signs with three-dimensional, spherical, free-form, sculptural or other nonplanar 
areas (e.g., original art displays) is determined by calculating the volume of the smallest cube that will 
encompass the sign structure, and multiplying the result by fifty percent (50%).   [Note: The purpose of the 
50% adjustment factor is to accommodate embellishments and irregular surfaces.] The equation for 
calculating the volume of a cube is: 

V = W x L x H, where 

V = volume 

L = the cube's length 

W = the cube's width [note: either side may be designated as the length or width, as this will not 
change the result] 

H = the cube's height, measured from the finished grade 

C. Height. The height of a sign must be computed as the linear measurement from the base of the sign at normal 
grade to the top of the highest attached component of the sign. If the land is uneven at the base of the sign, the 
elevation at the halfway point (middle) of the sign at the base must be used. Normal grade is the lower of (1) the 
existing grade prior to construction, or (2) the newly established grade after construction, exclusive of any filling, 
berming, mounding, or excavating for the purpose of locating the sign. 
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Figure 8.10-1 Freestanding Sign Measurements  

 

D. Attached Signs. 

1. The building façade area is equal to the entire area of an exterior wall of a building within a continuous 
perimeter (depicted with a dashed line) and includes windows and doors. 
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Figure 8.10-2 Building Facade Measurements  

  

2. Linear Foot (LF) is equal to the length of a wall of a building that physically encloses usable interior space. LF 
is measured at a height not greater than 10 feet above grade. In this example, the LF of Units 1 and 3 is 30 
feet, the LF of Unit 2 is 60 feet, and all lengths have been measured at 7.5 feet above grade (depicted with a 
dashed line). 
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Figure 8.10-3 Linear Foot Measurements  

  

E. Irregular Shaped Signs. The area of an irregular shaped sign is determined by the "rule of 8."  Meaning the area 
of the sign is determined by the area of the shape created by outlining the sign with a maximum of 8 connecting 
lines.  The area is the area of two rectangles formed by 8 connecting lines. 
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Figure 8.10-4 Irregular Shaped Sign Measurements  

  

 
 



Best Practices Analysis

Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Sign Types
Ground Signs [P] [P] [P] [P]
Building-Mounted [P] "Façade" [P] [P]
Wall [P] "Façade" [P] [P]
Window [P] [P]
Monument [P] [P]
Advertising Signs [P] [P]
Marquee [P] [P]
Projecting [P] [P] [P]
Roof [P] [P]

EMC or Changeable Copy
[P] [P] [P] [P] [P] in limited

NR districts
Nameplate [P] [P]
Bulletin [P]
Identification [P]
Shopping Center [P]
Freestanding [P] [P] [P]
Subdivision and Multi-Unit 
Development

[P] [P] [P]

Canopy [P] [P]
A-Frame [P]
Yard [P]
Construction [P] [P]
Light Pole Banner Signs [P]
(1) County does not differentiate
detached or attached sign types,
except monument signs

Exempt
Government Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
Large-format uses not visible Y Y
Nonresidential Directional Y Y
Holiday Lights and Decorations Y Y Y Y
Public Warning Y Y Y Y Y

1Attachment 3



Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Public Art (non-advertising) Y
Flags Y Y Y Y Y
Temporary Signs (limited size) Y Y
Memorial Y Y
Machinery or Equipment Signage 
(dispensing) Y Y Y

Wall sign (residential) Y Y Y
Mailbox Y Y Y
MUTCD compliant safety or traffic Y Y Y Y
Temporary Signs (limited size) Y Y
Real estate signs (temporary/lot 
premises) Y Y Y

Yard Y
Athletic Field Signs Y
Agricultural signs Y Y
Window signs Y
Nameplates Y Y Y
House/Address Numbers Y Y Y Y
Instructional Y Y Y
Election (tempory) Y
Engraving Integral to Structure Y
De minimis Y Y Y Y
Legally Franchised Agreement on 
Transit Facility Y

Vehicle Y
Signs on Furniture Fixtures Y

Prohibited
Abandoned X
Attention-getting devices (pennants, 
streamers, balloons and inflatable 
signs, or animated signs, such as wind-
activated devices)

X X X X

A-Type or Sandwich boards X
Balloon X
Billboards (spacing requirement) X
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Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Blank temporary signs X
Emits smoke, Vapor, Particles, Odor X X X
Feather X
Flashing X X X X
Imitating Govt. Sigs or MUTCD signs X X
Incandescent bulbs (other than 
holiday) X

Light material (eg cloth, canvas, fabric, 
paper, plywood) X as permanent

Live Animal or Person as Sign X
Located on benches, shelters, 
lightpoles etc X X X

Moving (excluding EMC) X X X
Nonsecured, non-temporary X
Obscene X X X
Off-premise commercial X X X (w/ hours 

limits)
Painted on stone or sidewalk X
Pole X
Portable X X X
Resemble official sign X X X X
Roof X X X X
Searchlights X X
Sign Depicting Sexual Activities, 
Obsence or Offensive Language X

Sign within USBC Min. Clearance X X
Signs attached to trees, shrubs X X X
Signs in Public ROW X X X
Signs obstructing air, ingress or 
egress X X

Signs projecting image, sound X X X
Snipe X
Unauthorized Sign on Public Land X
Unsafe Sign X X X
Vehicle X X [defined] X X
Vehicle X X X
Wind-activated Sign X X X
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Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro

Attached

Awning/Canopy

2/canopy (not counted); 
awning counted

2 sf per linear ft, 
max 200 ([P] 
only in NR)

Roof

X X

3 sf per linear 
ft, max 350 

([P] only in 2 
C districts)

Only permitted 
in Urban 

Renewal Area, 
not exceed 
height limits

Window 50% [P] 25% [P] [P] 20% (only 
temporary)

30% [P] 25% [P]

Attached (General)
Identification 
Wall 2 per single tenant, 3 for 

corner lot, 3 sf per linear 
ft, 400 sf max total, 18" 
projecting max; multi-
tenant, same, except 

2nd floor and above, 1.5 
sf per linear ft.

Residential: 
24 sf [P]; 

Nonresidentia
l: 1 sf per 

linear ft up to 
150 sf, 

multifront 
single use 

additional wall 
sign.

2-3 sf per 
lineal ft. in 

NR; 18" limit 
of projection

2 sf per lineal ft. 
in NR; 26' height 

limit

Rental office of 
townhouse or MF 

res., 4 sf, 4' h

Projecting 1st floor only, 8 sf max, 
8' clearance, 8' h, not 
project beyond prop. 

Line

4' from 
building, 12' 

h, not to 
project above 

roofline [P]

4' projecting; 142" from bldg.; 
10' h; 8' from 
curb line; 

Marquee 1@ 3 sf per linear ft, 8' 
clearance sidewalk, 16' 
driveway or travelway

18" above 
face or edge 
limit; 8.5' h

Incidental Signs

Attention-getting devices
NR/MU, 10 days 

per 3-mo
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Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Attached to trees/plants NI, along PL, 1 sf + 

250' spacing
Flags 3 NC [P] 3, 60 sf total, 6' max 

projection from bldg, 8' 
min clearance above 

grade; setback=flagpole 
height

De minimus 2 NI 2 sf or 4' H [P] 2 sf [P]; "minor" signs 6 
sf + 5'H not illuminated

3 sf [P], 6' h, 
20' setback 

from edge of 
pvmt., 10' 
from prop. 

Lines

4 sf [P]

Light material (eg cloth, canvas, fabric, 
paper, plywood)

16 sf/ac or 32 
sf along 4-

lane road; 6' 
H; 250' 

separation; 
setback 20' 
street + 10' 

side; [I]
Vehicle X-24 hours within 

100' ROW
Yard Signs

3/1k LF; 250 sf spacing; 6 sf + 5' H; temporary [P]
12 sf total; single 
limited to 4 sf, 4' 

h [P]
16 sf/ac or 32 

sf along 4-
lane road
6' H, 250' 
separation
Setback 20' 
street + 10' 

side

5



Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Light Pole Banner 2 double-sided per pole, 

6 sf per sign, 24' max h, 
require county and state 

approval
A-Frame 1 per 1,000 ft linear ft of 

bldg per tenant, 16 sf 
max, 6' h

16 sf, 4' h, within 
25' of bldg.

Miscellaneous Signs
Subdivision entry Detached 25 (SF) -

32 (MF) sf + 6' H
Wall/fence: 2 x 30 
(SF) - 36 (MF) sf 

agg.

2 per entry, 64 sf per 
sign, 12' h

2 @ 60 sf 
total, 10' h, 
15' setback

Detached 20 
sf; 1 per entry

 40 sf; 26' h; 2 
per entry

 30 sf total; 8' h; 
multiple can't 
exceed 30 sf

3-15 units, 6 sf; 
16 or more, 32 
sf, max 3 
entries, 6' h

Human signs [P] X [P]
Construction Signs 2 or 1 sign per 1,000 

feet of linear property 
frontage, whichever is 

greater, 16 sf max, 10' h

1  per street 
front, max 2  

per site @ 64 
sf, 25' 

setback
Banner Sign (temporary) 1 per bldg frontage @ 

1.5 sf per linear ft of 
bldg frontage, 

8'clearance above 
grade
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Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Temporary Signs
Dimensions 1 @ 3 sf (building 

permit active)
32 sf / 8' H abutting 
major streets or 3 

sf/4' high other 
streets (property for 

sale)
32 sf (individual + 
agg. per 300 lf) 

(NR/MU) 32 sf, 6' h

1 @ 6 sf / 15' 
min. setback 
major streets 
or 1 per front 
@ 64 sf / 40' 
min setback 
for NR (real 
estate, lot 
premises)

1 per front @ 
64 sf and 25' 
min. setback 
(construction)
; 50 sf / 10' h 
/ 25' setback 

(special 
event, grand 

opening)

Res Zone: 10 sf 
sign area, 50 sf 

for place of 
assembly;NR 
zones: 50 sf 

area and 100 sf 
total max; temp 
window: 20% of 
glass area per 

bldg side

A) Real estate: 
SF - 6 sf, 6' h; 
MF - 12 sf, 8' h; 
NR or 20 ac min 
site- 32 sf, 8' h; 
B) Construction 
(NR): 60 sf, 10' 
h; C) 
Construction 
(SF): 4 sf, 4' h

Time Limit

90 days/120 per 
year 60 days 90 days

1 month 
(SUP for 

longer, 1 yr. 
limit)

A) 7 days after 
transaction  B) 
14 days after 

completion, per 
Zoning Adm., 

limited to 2 years 
total  C) 7 days 
after completion 

per approved 
inspections or 6 
mos, whichever 

is less

Residential/Agriculture 16 sf agg. 40 sf sign area, 
100 sf total

Illumination / Electric X X Y N
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Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Lighting
General requirements full cut-off or 

directionally 
shielded

enclosed lamp / indirect 
only

ternal or extern "gooseneck" 
permitted on 
ground, roof, 

and wall 
signs

enclosed lamp / 
indirect from 

shielded source 
only

Intensity 0.5 fc 0.5 fc

Electronic Message Center/Digital
Number 1 per lot

Location Freestanding 
only

Approval SUP/Proffer Sign Permit

Hold time 10 sec NR, 5 min 
other 5 sec  sec. blank in tr

10 sec NR 
OP, 30 min 

other
8 sec. 8 sec.

Hours exclude 12-6 am 
(business districts)

Automatic dimming/shutoff Y Y
Area 50% of sign

Illumination Lighting 
regulations

Off‐Premise

Generally Permitted within 
allocation

Permitted 
within 
allocation

Permitted as 
Minor Signs 
(defined), max 2 
@ 32 sf, 4' on 
major roads; max 
2 @ 24 sf, 4' 
other, 
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Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro

Commercial X generally

250 sf max 
copy area, 
other 50 for 
trim, etc.

Type 1 (wall) 75 
sf, 250' apart; 
Type II 
(freestanding) 
75-600 sf, 250-
1000 ft apart 

Miscellaneous Regulations
NR in residential districts 3 A or D, 50 sf 

indiv. / 82 sf agg. + 
8' H

Alternative Compliance
Process SUP / Proffer
Approving agency Supervisors
Criteria? Y
Include prohibited signs? Y

Agriculture / Rural Sign Size Standards
Category Agriculture / 

Conservation 
Districts / Single-

Family

Agriculture - Residential 
Districts, non-residential 

in Agriculture-
Residential (collapsed 
with all Commercial-

Office-Industrial 
districts), residential 

uses v. projects

Agricultural 
Districts

Nothing 
specific to 
rural - 
agriculture

Agriculture - 
Rural 
Residential 
Zones

Agricultural uses 
on > 20 acres

Nothing specific 
to rural - 
agriculture

9



Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Generally Detailed table for a 

variety of sign 
categories

200 sf 
cumulative - all 
signs + 
additional 
identification 
sign for 5+ 
acres, 40 sf, 26' 
height

Cumulative 60 sf, 
individual 30 sf, 
8' height

Freestanding Number: 1 frontage 
(single-tenant) / 1,000 sf 

(multi-tenant); 
Area: ½ sf / 1' of street 

frontage, 80 (single 
tenant) - 100 (multi-

tenant) sf
Not allowed for 

residential uses; 
Residential projects - 1 / 
entrance, 64 sf, 6' height

1 Ground 
Sign / primary 

street 
frontage, 24 sf
Height: 8' 2-

lane highway, 
15' 4-lane 

divided 
highway 

1 / building or 
driveway 

entance, 40 sf, 
10' height

Wall 2-3 signs
Single-Tenant: 3 sf/1' 

building side per sign, < 
400 sf

Multi-Tenant: 3 sf/1' 
building side (1st floor), 
1.5 sf/1' building side 
(2nd+ floor), < 400 

sf/tenant for all signs

1 allowed, 40 sf, 
< 26' above 

ground

Subdivision Entrance 1 detached sign < 
25 sf or 6' height, or 
2  attached < 30 sf 

aggregate
Non-residential 3 total, 82 sf 

aggregate, 50 sf 
individual, 8' height
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Henrico County(1) Prince William County Lake County New Castle 
County

Montgomery 
County Fairfax County

Nashville-
Davidson 

Metro
Incidental Parking lots with 2+ 

buildings: 1 
detached sign / 

building, 3 sf or 5' 
height

Key:
A attached sign

Agg. aggregate
fc footcandles
D detached sign
H height
[I] illumination prohibited

min minutes
mo month
MU Mixed-use
NC Non-commercial
NR Non-residential
[P] Exempt from permit
X Prohibited

OP Off-premises White & Smith, LLC | Planning and Law Group
200 NE Missouri Road, Suite 200 | Lee's Summit, MO 64086
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